Escenas de los Aztecas
(Scenes of the Aztecs)

James BARNES 0p. 141

Wind Band

Program Noles [or Fscenas de los Aztecas

Many ancient indigencous tribes inhabited Meso-America for thousands of vears, i certainly the
most famous was the Mexicas, actually @ conglomerate of tribes who spoke o common language. They
migraded from what iday s e deserts of Xorthern Mexsico o the Yalley of Mexico around 1245 A D,
Maodern historians reler w lheam as the Azrecas, which is whal they were named by the Spamish
comguistadornes, The Actecas created o very sophisticaled civilization and economy in the avea now known qs
Mexioo City,

Much like (he Rodtians of an cadlier ime, 1he Aetoss wore greal mahemaielans, cnginects and
soldicrs, They bulle monumental structoses, incloding large pyanids o acligicns pituals, and massive
strictures in Tinochtitlan, their capitol city. Also similar tor the Romans, they were brutally pagan, extremely
violent by nature and constantly at war with their neighbors.

The eventual demise of the Arlecas began wilh the arrival of the Spanish conguistadores, wha
evenlily caplured Tinochitldan for pood in 1521, The conguistadores slanshiered thousands of Astecs (o
cripple their politeal and military powoer, but the main reason for the eventoal disappearunce of the Az locs
wats visl cpldeones, madnly smmallpox, which the Spanmish brought w the Xew World [rom Europe. The
Acetecus bad o resistance v this disease aod 10 1s estimoted Wl by 1600, cighty 1o nioely peeeent of e
Acetecs bind perished [rom varous Cuvopean discases,
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When Lumes Buames was comnmissioned w compose 4 new work for the Belgian publizsher Louis
Martinws (HAFABRA Music), he wis asked o wiile a work similio o his Pegan Degrces, which he wrotle in
the 1980y, Mo ean Dances 14 one of severil works Bormes has wrilten i a vathor primitive sivle Omeluding
Invoceion wnd Toceata, Visiony Mocabrey and Torch Danee)) Aller nwch consideration, Bames dectded 1o
cornpose a4 work aboul the Actees, calling 0 Eseenas e fox Astecay (Scenes of the Adlees)

The work has three recognieable sections, but it s cast i a single muoverment. The Grst porlion,
cartitded " Jagos Do conpaloys @ crude o (ocauingd, log drums and otier Avtee nstoonkents such as
Jawhones and vattle sticks to invoke a sort of folk dance celehrating the animal that the Aztecs worshipped
and respected aborve all others: the jagnar.

The second portom of Lhe work., [irstintoduced by o lenglhy English Homm solo, 15 called Curerures,
or "Ghost Danee." Carrares were mystical chuuts employed by Astec high pricsts w invole the rewen of
thedr shwsstly ancestors, CAzmo like the Romwes, the Artecs worshipped wot only multiple zods, bul also their
dlnceslors.)

The third proctien of the preee, Moo Saerifice, 15 0 moderae danes i 708 wne, mleoded e inyoke
the harror af the massive Azice religious saerificial coreomoues, where thowsands of captored prisoncrs [rom
naighboving tibes wons slavghtered acog Lhe high pyeamid as a gilt 1 the various Aztoe pods,

The victims were held down on a (arge stome altar while a priest stabbed them in the chest and ripped
out their beating hearts, which were tuown inlo o giant sacrificial Tame, (One can hear the bearing hearl in
the husy drum.d The viclims were Lthen beheaded wnd their bodies were rolled down the steps ol Lhe pyramid,
decompanicd by hysierical sereamns and shouws of the maniscal coowds mathered 1o wimess this batbaric
rilual. Towards the end of this list scene. the listener can hear drum rolls staetiog slowly, then bedoming e
increase i yeloeily, which s intewded 1o give twe liswener the unpression of one of the many couutless bodics
rodling dowa the steep steps of the pyoamid,



Escenas de los Aztecas

Full recording available on:

CD "ESCENAS DE LOS AZTECAS"

Piccolo
(opt. Ocarina)

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2/
English Horn

Bassoons 1-2

Clarinet in Eb

Clarinet 1 in Bb

Clarinet 2 in Bb

Clarinet 3 in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb

Contrabass
Clarinet in Bb

Alto Saxophones 1-2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Trumpets 1-2 in Bb

Trumpets 3-4 in Bb

Horns 1-2 in F

Horns 3-4 in F

Trombones 1-2

Trombone 3

Euphoniums 1-2

Tuba

String Bass

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Mallets 1

Mallets 2

© 2012 by HAFABRA Music - Louis MARTINUS
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Take Ocarina (opt. Picc. or Recorder)

1. Jaguar Dance: Allegro - ma non troppo

(Scenes of the Aztecs)

James BARNES, op. 141

@,QS’&D

o eler]

o eer]

CQS"&D

o eler]

o

o eer]

@,63'&3

o aler]

@,é’ko

5

ho
o

o aier]

QQ;!\D

té;’kb

o er

o aier]

CQ;’\D

o er

QES’\D

o aier]

CQ;’ND

o aler]

CQ;’\»

A

o aier]

t@!tb

o aier]

CQ;!ND

@,QS’&D

o aier]

7

A

o aier]

CQS"&D

o er

6,63\3

@,63'&3

o aier]

o or

@,QS"&D

NS
oo

N

o aier]

ND

0 dJor]

0 dJor]

0 dJor

‘Wooden mallets- leggerio
Tune: low G, A, C, E
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*) If a five-octave Marimba is not available,

play this passage up an octave.
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