UNWATCH'D

For upper voice choir (SSAA)

Duration: ¢. 5 minutes

Commissioned by the Young New Yorkers” Chorus Women’s Ensemble.
First performed by The Young New Yorkers’ Chorus Women’s Ensemble
conducted by Michael Kerschner, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church,
New York Ciry, 29th April 2017.

Unwatch’d, the garden bough shall sway,
The tender blosson flutter down
Unloved, that beech will gather brown,

This maple burn itself away,

Unloved, the sun-flower, shining fair,
Ray round with flames her disk of seed,
And many a rose-carnation feed

With summer spice the humming air;

Till from the garden and the wild

A fresh association blow,

And year by year the landscape grow
Familiar to the stranger’s child;

TEXT

As year by year the labourer tills
His wonted glebe, or lops the glades;
And year by year our memory fades
From all the circle of the hills.

And year by year our menmory...
our memory...

Unloved, the sun-flower...
.. fades...

o Imenory...

Text from In Memoriam by Alfred Lord
Tennyson (1809-1892)



PROGRAMME NOTE

This piece embodies feelings I experienced the first time my grandmother
looked straight into my eyes and did not recognise me. Her body is fit
and well, but dementia has caused immeasurable damage.

The beginning of the piece recalls happy memories from my childhood
with my grandmother. In the final section, the poem’s text returns in
fragmented flashbacks: ‘And year by year our memory... our memory...
fades... memory...’
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Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809 — 1892)

3
<
T il
. > .
Z s 2
QL = TN T n i\é 2 TR
b w - e L wn
jan Ma = —
| = N G e = L YE —
v v W
= = = =
2 N 2 e 2 e 2 T
T © o o o
O o O o
1 o [ 1] =) 11 o 11 o 1
g 53 g3 .3
Hel & HN 5 e & e & e
&n en on en
Pl ] primi Q LT o primi Q P an
< < S K=
= = = =
EEE =} | | <~ L] = 1l = 1
3 2] ] L=
o] < < <
E = ES o
H B T EEEE o
o~
1 1 1 1 c.
Il
2 8,
H =] | =] HH =] H-H [=) HH
SN S BN S ¥ S &85 =[]} ¢
D
=
1~ ~ ~e m ~C
o (ae (ap YO = Yo CYONH
- den N N HI.N N
N N N N N N
\ o
o) o AR
4 = =3
< = m S
~ N
oy Mm g
o) >~ 3
N H bw

ter down,

flut

som

blos

der

ten

The

=

som flut ter down,

blos

ten der

The

IR

ter down,

flut

som

blos

der

ten

The

AN
\eo)

(4
down,

o
ter

=
flut

|
-
som

o -
der Dblos

“L.
ten

=
The

© 2017 by Peters Edition Ltd, London

IR

Edition Peters 73119



: Il
5 il
1 vhl 1 [
-+ ©
g I
< — . < o .
£ = TR & o & ¢ # I\
=
= o 117 <= 7% <= | N 177
= T o = ME »
Unl N oI~ o~
“ =1 = =1 =) TN
2 - Z & .
1 £ L YN e =5 e & 88— [T
LT = LT = Pan
1 5 £ LE- il
L.lm I —
& ™ S NLE: EE——nL
= 9
=\ > = = Wil
7 ML 2 TN T®E oM T
=
% 1
3 |
< =)
= = A0 5 HL, 8 .
£ e Nl 2 v TN ¥
. 9 T ma L) m e TN
. g ' B . m .
allll S ™ 2 e e W
1 T M 1 1T 1
= H =) 1 =
5 ' ~ 5 D5 NIRNG
~C 1~ ~C
BN - i 4 i
N N N8 N NG
ya

way;

self

it

burn

ple

self a way;

it

burn

ple

This ma

brown,

way;

self

it

burn

- ple

\eo)

way;

self

it

burn

- ple

#‘ L - LH
| | |

&~—1) | |

ANI"4 Y [ !






