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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to
professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from
the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D. Revelli
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded the James
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visual an rforming
Arts (the first year the award was given). In the same year, he was commission his other
alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the inaugurati
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

Notable guest conducting appearances have included th
International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Conf:
Directors Association National Conference and others!

ducting a r;ces
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye

i Hall as well as eng ents
ications for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant D on University.
About the Series Q‘
The FJH Flex Series serves as idge between The Reifn e Initiative (fully-adaptable
works for absolutely any possi strumentation) and congert band music with standard
instrumentation. Design

instrumentation challeng Flex Series work with percussion and any of
the following combigati

tation ® W, ensemble
one choir e Brds emble e Strings @ Full orchestra o
mbinations! ‘

efmost popular eces of all time, the FJH Flex Series opens a world of
: program&e still looking for big musical experiences.

ut th ic
Jungle Dance is a new'type of piece for me. It depicts a celebration in the middle of a jungle.

It's not speci people—it actually represents the celebration of all living things—animals,
plants, a e—all coming together in a high energy celebration of life and nature.
The,m itself is quite infectious and is treated as a passacaglia. With the exception of
ne Mea (which separates the brief coda from the rest of the work), the melody repeats
tantly while the textures, rhythms, and harmonies around it change and develop.

The two melodic ideas in the piece are juxtaposed at ms. 49 for the first time. The melody

is then taken over completely by percussion, with the temple blocks continuing the melodic
ideas in the absence of any wind instruments. As the piece begins to build once again,
themes are slowly layered on each other. Eventually, the two main themes are juxtaposed
once more, with a second presentation of the themes occurring one measure later. Thus,
beginning at ms. 97, there are three individual themes being heard. A climax occurs as a
chorale is superimposed on the incredibly vibrant tapestry of sound before the piece
comes to a close.

Make sure the percussion does not overplay the band. Each individual part will need to be
balanced so percussion comes across as an ensemble and not a bunch of individual players
competing for the spotlight.

Jungle Dance was commissioned by the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School Bands
under the direction of Michelle Brick.

- Brian Balmages
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* String parts contain bowings and have different slur markings than those in the score.

Copyright © 2011 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).

‘%7 This arrangement © 2022 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.
Hear and download this WARNING! The music, text, design, and graphics in this publication are protected by copyright law.

piece at www.fjhmusic.com Any duplication is an infringement of U.S. copyright law. B1886
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