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The Arranger

Travis J. Weller (1973) is currently serving as the Assistant Chair for the Music
Department at Messiah University. In addition to that position, he is the Director of
Music Education at Messiah University. His duties at Messiah include supervising
instrumental music education students, teaching methods courses, working with
graduate conducting students, and conducting the Symphonic Winds.

He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University. TraV|s
of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Ass
previously served on the Phi Beta Mu International Boarn
with their social media outreach. He has presented on ins
at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, and PMEA and
Conferences. Travis has been a contributing author fo

Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter.

He is in frequent demand as a guest con
residence sessions with school band
and New England. As a composer,
publishers including Bandworks P
Company, Grand Mesa Music, C.L.
Ludwig-Masters and Manhattan Bea
wife, their three daughters and a son.
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7 New Yo , Virginia,
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jert-Jones, @4 Music
Music Publis)& rl Fischer,
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Program Notes

Neil Colquhoun collected the New Zealan ong Soon Wellerman Come around 1966,
although the song was likely kno rs earlier % 21). The Weller Brothers Company was a
shore-whaling company in sout aland in the 1& sailor or employee for this company
became known as a “"MWellerm véling from the Base‘at Otakou (also known as Weller's Rock)

established by Grego r, the We Boats would travel to other stations selling

The lyrics of the son
marine life and a sup

&Qan his crew, and a Right Whale. As one who appreciates

nd in Australia (my penguin ward is named Willie), | cannot
port the idea of a group of individuals coming together under

©

their dire e choice of lyrics to be sung towards the end of the piece is personal. Many directors are
ﬁghtin refusing to ” line” so their students and program succeed. Consider this work a
"“reguls courage or, band and all.” This piece is dedicated to “my crew” — the directors

yand a ountry who continue to contribute to their school culture and spirit through

stuc
dy and performange o
the piece, there everal optional solos that | would encourage groups to utilize to vary the texture
of t ork. The*jg 1 part includes several opportunities to incorporate piccolo that | would encourage
groups to use this adaptation, the melodly is altered in several ways so it might be valuable for the
entire grou %n to play it. Throughout the work, unity in articulation is vital. The section at measure 92
includes rtunity for the band to sing overtop a moving clarinet line and drone pitches. Be sure that
diction i nd vowel sounds are unified. As the work builds in texture and intensity at measure 109 in 4
bar @es mind each line to defer in volume to the group that they follow. The “HUH" and “RAH" are
not e faint of heart! Directors and their ensembles can have a discussion about playing the last note as
Wn, or substituting a final “RAH!". Thank you in advance for your support of this music, and perhaps if we
visit in person or virtually you can let your band know that Soon May the Wellerman Come!

Uno, B. (2021, September 3). The Wellerman: A popular song misunderstood. Marine Café Blog.
https://marine-cafe.com/updated-the-wellerman-a-popular-song-misunderstood/

- Travis J. Weller
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Duration: 3:15 dedicated to my crew

THE WELLERMAN COME
(A New Zealand Sailing Song) Arranged by

TRAVIS J. WELLER
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