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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to
professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from
the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visu
Arts (the first year the award was given). In the same year, he w
alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the in i itution’s
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagement
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Dire @
Directors Association National Conference earances
have included the Kennedy Center and w gagements
in Australia, Canada and Italy. Currently, h i é;lications for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant Diree and Orch&as owson University.

e idea of something being so
powerful that it is hard eemingly un ictable, aggressive, fast moving,
and unstable. All th xplored th ut as powerful percussion elements
the win goal with this piece was to create

| amount of melodic and rhythmic
be approachable by beginning bands.

ork, studentsjare'asked to crumple a plastic grocery bag. Thisis a
them, a sulting sound really approaches the sound of an
ork on the balance of the bags (and how quickly /
in t le them — it should be a subtle effect at the beginning
und).
ed by the F.E. Peacock Middle School Bands (Itasca, Illinois)

JCS*Fund, Young People’s Music Initiative.

The Fire’s Fi rrelates with Measures of Success®, Book 1, Opus 3.

06

- Brian Balmages

B1879



Duration: 1:30 commissioned by the FE. Peacock Middle School Bands
Itasca, Illiois, Timothy Loest, Director of Bands
sponsored by the JCS Fund, Young People’s Music Initiative
BRIAN BALMAGES

THE FIRE’S FURY
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