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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to
professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from
the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D. Revelli
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visual and
Arts (the first year the award was given). In the same year, he was commj
alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the i
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens
Notable guest conducting appearances have included
International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con
Directors Association National Conference z hers. i rances
have included the Kennedy Center and \ gements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl ations for
wson University.

About the Music 0

Unknown is the first band piece | wrote after the pandemic b d it showed me the waytbut of a creative void | had
experienced for nearly 3 months. During those three month irtually nothin e to a “creative paralysis” that |
experienced like many of my colleagues. In many ways, i rted my cre after so much time away, and | owe

Darcy Vogt Williams a huge debt of gratitude for her pa usiasm, and y about what we were all experiencing.
This piece, originally commissioned for her band’s p linic, was composed with full knowledge
that we did not know if the clinic would happe >t). It was comp t knowing whether she would have full band,

a hybrid band, or a completely virtual 2‘ pbsed not knoéi w her younger players would adapt and progress

on their instruments in a non-traditio compose nowing whether her backup premiere date in the

Spring would happen, and if so, whether Suld be a ch the technical level necessary to participate. It was
composed in the midst of chaos. The pe rm of a worldwi emic, racial injustice, and a political firestorm (to put it
lightly). As we began discussing th i is piece, t ly'thing we knew for certain was one thing — that everything
was “unknown.” And that became a3m in creativity.

The first inspiration for this p|e ure, unad nger at Covid and its ravaging effects on our physical and mental

kes it obviousithat | had been waiting to release it for months. This anger gives way

health. The opening, groy
- e world experieg@on so many different levels. The music continues to alternate between

these emotions while

plofing brief mom beauty and hope. Eventually, the orchestration thins out considerably and
the foundation ries of clu hords. On top of this, one can hear excerpts of America (My Country, ‘Tis of
Thee); howev. C hich is repeated and altered as the music progresses. That excerpt quotes the
o said.)

ing material, the music moves at a quicker pace and takes on the energy of music that could
otest ma?&'he world saw a lot of demonstrations, marches and protests (some peaceful, and some

tures the intensity that has fueled these protests, whether about social justice, racial justice,
equallty, transg ts, freedom over fear, and more. Regardless of where anyone stands on any of these issues,
otests have be h y visible, and even more so during the pandemic.

Finally, the music s de away, with various elements from throughout the piece surfacing for a moment here and
there. The I|stener with nothing but the sound of bells and chimes. The piece intentionally closes in a way that makes the

ending feelv.mcertaln — a final testament to the unknown.
Unknown was commissioned by the Stiles Middle School Band Program (Leander, Texas) and band directors Darcy Vogt
Williams, Jenna Yee, and TJ West.

- Brian Balmages



To The Conductor

Darcy had an interesting idea about the functionality of the piece — she was hoping for something that would
work well for her advanced kids, yet also allow some of her younger students to play as well (mainly because
she did not know how her younger players would progress throughout the year with so many variables).
Her hope was to not only have the core piece that her honors band students could play, but a secondary
“accessible” version that could stand completely on its own. Essentially, something like Frank Ticheli's Joy and
Joy Revisited, yet also be playable together at the same time. | wasn’t sure if it was possible, but after a lot of
challenging evenings, | figured it out (at least for this piecel).

The piece can be played in one of three “configurations” — the medium level version (grade 3.5), the medium
easy version (grade 2.5), or a combination of the two. The only catch in a combination setting is th
versions must include all parts of that version (so if you do the medium level version, you would no
just swap out the harder trombone part for an easier part — you would need all 3 advanced parts cove
could then add the easier trombone parts as well). A full score that includes both versions is available as
online download at www.fjhmusic.com.

Medium Level Version (Grade 3.5) — B1864
Medium Easy Version (Grade 2.5) - B1865

Complete Score (both versions together) — Digital download only

Instrumentation 06

Medium Level Version Medium Eas &ussion (single level)

Flute 1-2 pam

Oboe Oboe Mallet Percussion 1

Bassoon (Bells)

Bb Clarinet 1-3 rinet Mallet Percussion 2

Bass Clarinet arinet (Chimes, Marimba, Vibraphone)
Alto Sax 1-2 Percussion 1

Tenor Sax Tenor Sax (Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Triangle)

Percussion 2

Baritone Sax Baritone Sg‘, (Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam)

BbTi

F®orn

Bb Trumpet 1-
F Horn 1-2
=2 1-3 Tro el-2

uphonium
Tuba

3ass gz String Bass

B1865



Duration: 5:45 commissioned by the Stiles Middle School Band Program
Leander, Texas, Darcy Vogt Williams, Jenna Yee, and TJ West; Directors
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. . BRIAN BALMAGES
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