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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists b
and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California Ban
Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural
College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Interscholas
winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the F
for Excellence in Composition. Professional memberships include
Composers Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides j
wife, Georgia.

About the Music

Aptly named for the small fish beart s along e&g% of its body,
the submarine USS Silversides (55-236) v ssioned a faereeight days after the
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 Silversid NI}

5-year tenure, sinking 23 enemy ships. After 14 missi |

in 1946 and subsequently

The vessel eventually f
prominent position in t

njoy a highly successful
versides was decommissioned
red service as a Navaliraining vessel near Chicago.
ay to Muskegon, Michigan, where she now holds a

kes Naval M@al.
statement s one for the venerable submarine

i nt. The tempo suddenly becomes fast
as Silversi s thro dark, murky waters. The music becomes

increasin eadi oves forward, culminating in the inevitable
’ ict. le'sequence, the mood is jubilant and brisk in tempo

§CI finish.

earsa estions

Strict attention to dynamics and style will aid greatly with yielding a fulfilling performance.
If percussi truments are of modest supply, the following application may be made:
suspe bal may be substituted for gong; snare drum w/snares off may be
s stié for tom-tom; and bells w/ soft mallets may be substituted for vibraphone.
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