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The Composer

Timothy Loest is a name in music synonymous with creativity, versatility, and accessibility.
His compositions and arrangements for young band are performed worldwide and his
pedagogical methods and conducting appearances continue to impact performers and
audiences at the state and national levels.

In 2017, his work Cloud Gate (Reflections of a City) was performed for more than 5,000 spectators
at Chicago's Millennium Park. That same year, he received the lllinois Grade School Mu5|c

Association’s highest honor — the Cloyd Myers Memorial Award for Excellence i
Education.

Mr. Loest had his first work published in 1995 and today he is an
Music Company Inc. He co-authored Measures of Success®: A Co
Band Method, and is lead author of “The Beyond Series,” which incl
Beyond, Rhythms and Beyond, and Chorales and Beyond.

Mr. Loest received his Bachelor of Music Education degree f]

is State University @
Master of Music Education degree from Northwestern U s membership, i
NAFME, ASCARP, lllinois MEA, the lllinois Grade

n
, ) llinoi , inoi iation, and Chris
Educators Association International. He is bz -E. i ol 'in ltasca,

Woodpecker Convention mu
birds — woodpeckers. Li irds, woodpeckers use V®cal calls to communicate.
Unlike other birds, they ks as jackha%s in search of insects. This behavior

About the Music 0
ly celebrates one of r%s most interesting family of

produces knocking s ums. Perha most well-known type of woodpecker
r. Identified flaming-red crest and black body with
bold white stri [ is proba& rgest woodpecker in North America.

o

to rival its size" ry-billed woodpecker, thought to be extinct.)
rument in pecker Convention is the wood block. For this
blocks are ired, one high and one low. It is recommended that
players mn to create an antiphonal or dialogue effect. Each

ay be held -dominant hand and struck with a wood beater using

. th d block has non-slip rubber feet, it can be rested horizontally
flattened m a round wood beater is not available, a hard rubber or poly
may be us est mallet, of course, is the one that creates the most authentic

ecker drumming sound.

Measure 3 aleatoric section that introduces the audience to the woodpeckers’
habltat tlon should last no more than 15-20 seconds, building in intensity and
hen subsiding. To create the desired effect, a handful of woodwind and brass
in the ensemble should randomly play bird whistles on cue. (A wonderful and

S|ve type of bird whistle is the water bird whistle.) Once the bird whistles begin,
he conductor should cue the wood block players to tap out random woodpecker drum
sounds If desired, a few woodwind and brass players can also be equipped with wood

Iocks to add to the convention. And, if the ensemble has two or three exceptional
cIarlnetlsts these musicians can imitate woodpecker calls by playing on the mouthpiece
and barrel. The desired effect should sound like ”cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk.” (It is recommended
that the entire ensembile listen to recordings of Pileated woodpecker calls and drums to
gain an understanding of the sounds to be imitated.) While using sound effects to create
the aleatoric bird sanctuary is highly recommended, a substitute downloadable sound file
from the FJH website may also be used.

As always, each musician should play to hear, and never overplay to be heard. This is
especially important in this piece as imbalanced playing will drown out the woodpeckers.
Respect the music and respect the woodpeckers! Most importantly, have fun!

- Timothy Loest

B1855



Duration: 1:30

WOODPECKER CONVENTION

(Wood Block Feature)
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Bird whistles, followed by woodpecker sounds (15-20 seconds)
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Note to conductor: See program notes for specific suggestions regarding measure 35.

B1855



11

[l

[
Il
N
=]

FL.

High W.B.
Low W.B.

Ride Cym.
Vbslp

39

38

37

36

B1855



12

43

42

[l

41

40

Il
I
Il
el

High W.B.
Low W.B.

Ride Cym.
Vbslp

B1855



Musical Jump Start

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

No. 1: Woodpecker Scale
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Woodpecker Chorale (slow and sustained)

No. 2
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