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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer and conductor. His music has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to
professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of
the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama
and Vice President Biden. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from
the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D, Revelli
Composition Contest with his work Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded
Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visual and

alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the i
6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

t the wo
Clinic, West

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Scho

Directors Association National Conference . i arances
have included the Kennedy Center and J all as wé@agements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Current is Di

The FJH Music Company and Assistant [

of Instrument ations for
and Orchet owson University.
About the Music Q :

! rect invisible walls arou

us all the time. Whether in the
into the meta ical wall, the truth is, these invisible
m there. By g that we are stuck, we mentally place
ur goals. This etic work is all about breaking through
is a joyous celebration of creativity and
L’% ct a wall around us, we can also smash through

Consciously (or unconscio
form of “writer's block” o
walls are there only b

isa erful reminder that there is always a way forward.

issi e Association of Texas Small School Bands and was
mphonic Band with the composer conducting. Many

de:t; neth L. Griffin, Executive Secretary for making this

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 4:15 commissioned by the Association of Texas Small School Bands, Eric Gray, President
for the ATSSB All-State Symphonic Band
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