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The Composer

performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer
attended by both President Obama and Vice President Biden.

Association, won the 2020 NBA William D. Revelli Com
Love and Light, and in 2016 was awarded the James
Alumni Award from the School of Visual and Perfor!
was given). In the same year, he was commissi
University of Miami, to compose musi )
president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys ents with sOand region
bands and orchestras, as well as unive C ssional e %es throughout the
world. Notable guest conducting appeara ve includﬁ idwest Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, College Band Dire rence, American
School Band Directors Ass tion National Confe and others. Additional
conducting appearances ha cluded the Kennedy Ceaiter and Meyerhoff Symphony
Hall as well as engage stralia, Canada;nd Italy. Currently, he is Director of

Instrumental Publication y and Assistant Director of Bands

mentation. igned to work extremely well for smaller bands and groups with

instrumentation challenges, the FJH Flex Series will also work with percussion and any of
the follow mbinations:

0 Band%incomplete instrumentation ® Woodwind quintet ® Brass quintet ®
inetuehioir ® Saxophone choir ® Brass ensemble ® Strings ® Full orchestra ®
ountless additional combinations!

Featuring some of the most popular FJH pieces of all time, the FJH Flex Series opens a world of
z opportunity to smaller programs that are still looking for big musical experiences.
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About the Music

The Middle East is a source of amazing folk music that includes a great variety of instruments not commonly used in Western
music. In researching Arabic folk music, | came across many folk tunes that were performed with traditional instruments. In such
cases, it is quite common for there to be no harmony—strings and winds double the melody line while percussion makes up the
entire accompaniment. However, Arabic music has evolved with contemporary artists infusing a mixture of traditional and commercial
sounds into their music. This concept of traditional and contemporary sounds coexisting in a single work serves as the inspiration for
Arabian Dances.

There are three themes that are used throughout the work. The first is a traditional Arabic song called Ala Dal‘ona. While the song is
originally a love ballad, it has had many new sets of lyrics to reflect loss of homeland, desire for freedom, and even a voice for women'’s
rights. Thus, despite its simple melody, it has a very complex background. Excerpts of the song are used in the v eginning of
the work, while the full tune with percussion accompaniment is presented at the Allegro Moderato. It is first prese in a more
authentic form, with just melody and percussion. As the music develops, more contemporary sounds are a ing more
extensive harmonies.

Theme 1: Ala Dal’ona

la | e B | ‘I '~I | —
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The second theme is an original that serves as a unifying device throughout the
winds up being juxtaposed with both folk songs in the piece at various stages.
used throughout the piece in an attempt to represent the unique characteristi

, eme
mentation is

Theme 2: Original Theme

H |
Y 1D I
o S R N W o P
o :
The third theme is Tafta Hindi (“Cloth from India”), a song that t bic marketplace,where merchants are calling out to potential
i éd percussion (as with Ala Dal‘ona).
develop with added harmonies and the

The ending of the piec

ontains the mo temporary orchestration and rhythms. It comes the closest to representing
final statem the Tafta Hindi theme in the last four measures, which brings the work to a

ion Athe middle of the work relies heavily on authentic rhythms and instruments. The darbuka
m—a drum that ally is shaped like a goblet or chalice. While there are many sounds these drums are
ain techipiques called for in this piece. The “doum” is typically a right-handed center strike, either with the
lxone. The “tek” and “ka"” are strikes near the edge of the drum to produce a high tone. This is
as a lower pitch and the “tek” and “ka” (right- and left-handed strikes near the edge) as
atives are common hand drums, which can be found in many Orff classrooms. The shekere is typically
are fiberglass versions that are much less delicate) and is covered with beads that are woven into a
L@ ves dropping it into the hand to create a tone and tossing it out as though you were tossing water

out of it.

Percussion is SGVNOFI( with 8 players. If fewer players are available, it is recommended to omit the timpani/shaker and percussion
1 parts.

Timpani/Shaker — 1 player
Percussion 1 - 1 player
Percussion 2 - 2 players
Percussion 3 — 2 players
Percussion 4 - 2 players

- Brian Balmages
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FLJEﬁ ARABIAN DANCES

BRIAN BALMAGES

Duration: 6:30 (ASCAP)
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* String parts contain bowings and have different slur markings than those in the score.
Copyright © 2009 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).
This arrangement © 2021 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP). &
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.
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