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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in music from
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (the fi
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other alm
to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regulare ) i eqi ands
and orchestras, as well as university and p throughout t orld.
Notable guest conducting appearance i linig, tern
International Band Clinic, College Band ence, Amer'cgool Band
Directors Association National Conferen ’s. Additional ﬁ Ing appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and a

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he i

H ell as engagements
B tal Publications for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant Director of Ban rchestras at Towson University.

givesfiou*gniverse, wings to the mind, flight to the

everything.

m to li e\
0 - Plato

as under the em%fture when Korey J. Coffer emailed me about a possible
a

miss onths bef demic was on anyone’s radar. Like so many of my
agues, @Jote many times in the past; however, reading it again in the
e of a pan t quite different. In a time when so many things have been shut
people havelbeen looking to music as a source of comfort, inspiration and stability.
A have been sharing their gifts from their own personal spaces, giving others a
glimpse intc@ creative worlds. And countless musicians have been creating incredible
content in,vi spaces, collaborating in new ways. All of this has provided an amazing
emgtio ost at a time so many people need one — a true reminder that music really is

e universe, bringing charm and life to everything. Music provides wings to the
lowing us to venture anywhere we can imagine. It is in this spirit that this fanfare-
style'work was written, and | hope students and conductors will approach it with that same
enthusiasm in rehearsal and performance.

This q

Wings to the Mind was commissioned by Harvard Community School District 50 and band
directors Korey J. Coffer, Lindsey Boyette, and Erika Coffer.

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 1:15 commissioned by Harvard Community School District 50
Harvard, tllinois; Korey J. Coffer, Lindsey Boyette, and Erika Coffer
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