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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements

and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens t the wo

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo

Directors Association National Conference j rances

have included the Kennedy Center and } j ) all as We@gements

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di of Instrumenta ations for
wson University.

The FJH Music Company and Assistant D and Orche{
About the Music Q :
The Mid-Shore Communi erves the Middle Easte

along the Chesapeake
(a favorite location ofsmi

Shore of Maryland, located
d in this are he charming town of St. Michaels
ionally reco vacation destination). St. Michaels
reat success in the shipbuilding industry,
ic ships produced there was a schooner
er. These ships were renowned for their

as the BaltiméF,

run pirates, z&‘enemy blockades, and more. The clipper

in Baltimé the surrounding areas.

akes th er back to the early days of St. Michaels, combining the
iRelustrial sounds of a shipyard. The sound of ship bells

n the water with
éging on metal to immerse the audience in the sounds of a
| St. Michae ring" The music captures the spirit of those early days while also
ating the vi n that it is today. Eventually, the music takes on a more aggressive
ister charactefas it portrays a clipper racing to avoid a pirate ship. The intensity
rises until thwper pulls away, and all the preceding tension melts away into a glorious

celebration.

%/ipper was commissioned by the Mid-Shore Community Band in Maryland.
hafks go out to conductor EJ Oesterle and Donna Ewing, who chaired the

sioning committee.

@ - Brian Balmages
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and to honor the memory of founding member Jay Hartford
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commissioned by the Mid-Shore Community Band (Maryland) to celebrate its 10th anniversary
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Any duplication is an infringement of U.S. copyright law.

Copyright © 2020 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).

International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.

WARNING! The music, text, design, and graphics in this publication are protected by copyright law.
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Hear and download this
piece at www.fjhmusic.com
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