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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo

Directors Association National Conference . j rances
have included the Kennedy Center and } j ) %gements

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di a ations for

wson University.

About the Music qe :

For my son’s 5th grade ye d | wanted to write a piége for his band to play at their
spring concert. Their mas Penguin. | as he students to write a short description
of their thoughts on of the piece: of responses included elements of
war and battles, som thoughts abo king back on their years in elementary

school, and of ed thou% food fight (my own son failed me when he
. " ) ‘

struck me t MS able to combine several concepts into one.
. The titlelimplies power, strength, and might. What particularly
e subtit way | view it, every student that graduates from
an ever increasing penguin army. These are the students
ill take o orld They will be innovators, entrepreneurs, artists, leaders,

rs, and more is est type of growing army | can possibly imagine, and is exactly
want these nsider as they graduate. There will certainly be many battles
, but with an inctedible education and involvement in the arts, nothing is insurmountable

for our StUdes they look to the future.

Arctlc ritten for the Pinewood Elementary School 5th Grade Band in Timonium,
la en Seward, Director (and friend).

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 2:40 for the Pinewood Elementary School 5th Grade Band
Timonium, Maryland,; Karen Seward, Director
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