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MULTNOMAH

(Legend of the Falls)
William Owens

Instrumentation

1 - Full Score 2 - Baritone
4 - Flute 1 (Tenor Recorder)
4 - Flute 2 2-B
2 - Oboe 4 -

2 - Bassoon 1-Str 3as

5 - Bb Clarinet 1 1 - Timpani

5 - Bb Clarinet 2 2 - Mallet Percussi

2 - Bb Bass Clarinet Vlbrgphone
Optional o
Bells

2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 1
4 - Per %1
s rum

2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 - Bb Tenor Saxop
2-Eb Bantone Sa

4- B TrdlPp ”90[5)

4 - Bb Trum nare rur;
Percussion

4-FH Bar Chimes

2 - Trom Rainstick

2 Crash Cymbals
Suspended Cymbals
Sleigh Bells

H ow using a high-speed sorting system for parts.
As a resu ingle page parts are collated before multiple page parts.

O
e y
N )

0
I

=m

|
AN

.h-<n

Frank J. Hackinson

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424
www.fihmusic.com



The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists b
and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California Ban
Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural
College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Interscholas
winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the F
for Excellence in Composition. Professional memberships include
Composers Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides j
wife, Georgia.

Program Notes

Of the many tales of American folklore,

*alls is one of the
most unusual and captivating. It tells of th

f Multn
omah he%f’s beautiful young
daughter, who was betrothed,to a young chief of thhb g Clatsop tribe. In tribal

tradition, there were severa s of celebration as thelgoung couple was greatly loved
by their peoples. Then out warning, the happiffess turned to sorrow when a
sickness came over th d claimed m ives. The Multnomah head chief
summoned the c s and decla he Great Spirit is angry with us;

" s wrath?” It greed that a young maiden would go to

and thr% f upon the rocks below as a sacrifice.

tly slipped away and followed the trail all
ig en she reached the cliff, she raised her arms
at Spirit; ’ée angry with my people and | offer myself as a
le a sign of your acceptance and take away the
e@ jumped. The next day, all the sick people rose from
Among the sick was the young Clatsop chief, who quickly
r@g. He hurried along the trail to the Big River and found his
low. He then prayed to the Great Spirit, “Show us a sign that my

s pleased you.” Almost instantly, he heard the sound of water
ilvery-white water came over the cliff and continued to float down

ed’s sacrific
ve. A stream of

in a beau\@aterfall
Mult gend of the Falls) is comprised of three sections, each illustrating a different
aIe The slow and solemn beginning offers a picture of the village people, as they
urs the|r sick. A mournful chorale is soon heard, depicting the peoples’ grief for those
ed by the sickness. The tempo becomes suddenly brisk when the young princess
embarks on her errand of mercy. The melodic line is passed among various sections and
the mood of the music portrays the princess’ emotions, as she traverses the trail to the

river. A climatic “whirl” of sound is heard when the princess leaps to her fate and the

music again becomes solemn, as in the beginning. The waterfall is soon heard by way of
the gentle woodwinds. As the music fades, the gentle blowing winds and leaves are

heard, softly making their way through the village.
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Duration: 4:15

commissioned by the Oregon Band Directors Association
for the 2019 OMEA All-State Middle School Band
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