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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens
Notable guest conducting appearances have include
International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo

i . j rances
have included the Kennedy Center and } j ) %gements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di a ations for

wson University.

Screens. They have becomg,on he most addictive elements in our society. They are now

icate with ea her — even when they are in the same
who are m@ame room from communicating at

ave seen ily out at dinner, with all of them staring at

r band and orchestra students who
ir devices on a bfeak ead of interacting with each other. Parents who

gh a tiny scggeniwhen they could put the phone down and see
q h}

more. A many of us have seen people in the audience who
people in front of them, and then strain their neck to

high to
e phone when %orming group is right in front of them and they could

any people i ted world. They spend so much time experiencing the world

h a screen, ng they can experience the world just by looking around. | always
it guilty whenflam watching my boys in a concert or play and am not recording it (or if |
do, | set it u@hat | do not need to watch through my phone screen). No video will ever be

as powerful rsonal, and as magical as the live performance. | cannot imagine missing it
(I mean ere, but effectively missing it). We do this at sporting events, concerts, meals,
an edtime.

e explores the contrasting ideas of experiencing the world through our senses versus
exploring it through screens. The opening repetitive pattern in the percussion symbolizes coding,
and contrasts with fully orchestrated sections as the world around us tries to get our attention.
ery often, we hear a powerful passage immediately followed by a softer, muted type of
response the depiction of a real-life experience followed by that exact same experience
through a screen. The music also attempts to pull the listener in multiple directions at times —
much like screen time does. | often find myself looking something up on my phone for a second,
only to realize 10-20 minutes later that | have wandered off on so many tangents that | barely
remember why | grabbed my phone in the first place. Ultimately, the digital / pixelated ideas
from the opening begin to merge with the outside world. We are reminded not only how
infinitely small the world is through screens, but also how quickly a screen can diminish the
world around us.

Pixelated World was commissioned by the White Bear Lake Wind Ensemble in White Bear
Lake, Minnesota; Shannon Anderson and Jeremy Rockford, conductors. It is my hope that
conductors will use this piece as a vehicle to draw attention to screen addiction, and perhaps
challenge their ensembles to engage each other more socially than digitally.

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 8:30 commissioned by the White Bear Lake Wind Ensemble
White Bear Lake, Minnesota;, Shannon Anderson and Jeremy Rockford, Conductors
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