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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo

Directors Association National Conference i rances

have included the Kennedy Center and } i ) all as We@gements

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di of Instrumenta ations for
wson University.

The FJH Music Company and Assistant D and Orche{
About the Music Q :

Joy, wonder and the infinit stars:

the music in To Dance A

throughout the work
and dance without a

p of space and the » these thoughts are the focus of
rs. Beginning a bold rhythmic fanfare that occurs

o capture w ould be like to be among the stars
orld. | envisi omeone surrounded by light, moving
gracefully and e etically, ging with star almost as though they were partners.
the expression &f shedl, unadulterated joy. In the middle of the piece,

e ethereal apd celestial. It reminds us to stop, take a step back,
?ﬁaey

beauty o rs in the sky. Once we have had a chance to slow

6 , to dance our hearts out among the stars one final

g the Sta% commissioned by the Shortgrass Honor Band Association and
iered in Elk Ci lah&Mma under the baton of the composer.

- Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Shortgrass Honor Band Association

Duration: 5:30

Elk City, Oklahoma
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