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The Composer

Jack Wild's music has been performed at music education conferences throughout

the world, including the Midwest Clinic, the International Trombone Festival, and the
Slider Asia Clinic. Many works he has written for concert band have been selected to
the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List and the Bandworld Top 100 and appea
required festival lists across the country. He currently serves as the compo
residence for the Austin Children’s Choir.

The chamber music Mr. Wilds has written has been performed
across the country, the Attacca Quartet, and by members of the

the University Interscholastic League, the Columbus Stat
Ensemble, and middle school and high school bands
to his career as a composer, Mr. Wilds is an active
He accepts commissions in a wide variety o
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About the Music

Everybody Sang was commissioned for Grisham Mi QJS (Austin, TX)
performance at The Midwest International Band an estra Clinic in Chicago.
The director, Liz Love, is of mine, and | was honaped to be asked to write
the piece. In our conv out the work, iz expressed how thrilled she was
ity i e@ent population and community.
I's'mission as well as this cultural
diversity by p ith movements from several of the
er program. Liz and | exchanged several

emails in suggested material that might be

‘uded i

a Kodaly, ic educator and an admirer of folk music traditions,
ing to see the o ing of enthusiasm and pride in the community’s
ile it was@dibly difficult to narrow down which materials might
best we eve y ed on folk songs from China, Mexico, and Bulgaria.
songs the e each beautiful in their own right and being able to work
hem was a reahjoy! The difficult part was finding something to link them all
together. as mindlessly scrolling through social media one evening, | happened
upon a L(ﬁ% Bernstein quote about singing:

" th n days, everybody sang. You were expected to sing as well as talk. It was
the cultured man to sing.”

onnection between the pieces was so simple, but so vital to the human
experlence - | couldn’t believe | had almost missed it. One of the things that truly

connects us all is a tradition of music-making, with singing being a central component
of building community with one another. In placing these three songs from very
different traditions in the same suite together, | hope to honor the students and
directors at Grisham, while also drawing attention to the similarities between the
three movements. It is my earnest belief that music-making is a universal activity
that breaks down barriers and establishes a genuine connection between all people.
My hope is that each of these movements will help to connect performers and
audience for at least the next five minutes in appreciating the diverse and beautiful
human tradition of folksong. Thank you and enjoy!

- Program Notes edited by Liz Love

- Jack Wilds
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Duration: 5:00 commissioned by the Grisham Middle School Honors Band
Austin, Texas; Liz Love and Jay Hagy, Directors
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