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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
g World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens
Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo
Directors Association National Conference j rances
have included the Kennedy Center and }

i 1 all as We@gements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di of Instrumenta ations for

The FJH Music Company and Assistant O and Orche{ wson University.
About the Music Qﬂ :

ctor in the Riverside cominunity of California. When he
had a heart transplant, th unity rallied ind him and he went back to teaching
as soon as he was all later, he fou t that his body was rejecting the

heart, yet he continue through the di treatment process. He was a fun, loving
teacher who al % icated to his students until the very end.

In fact, his b is hospital room while he was on life support.
He iassed a

in 7/8. And that is when everything hit me. This dance-

just like P un, lively, energetic, and certain to put a smile on everyone’s

ut most imp, ly, 1¥6elieve this was Paul's untaught lesson to the kids — teaching them
in7/8 and ot of fun doing it.

The piece itseli is constructed in a way to effectively teach 7/8 to young musicians. The pattern

Paul Salyers was a beloved

directo w&arheaded this commission, was insistent that the
ifting. As m my mind and thought about everything Susan had told

is always 2+ d the melody is catchy, in a comfortable range, and easy to learn. The piece
cussion playing the pulse with all other players seeing the rhythmic grouping

opens upgwith

in asge, and then the dotted quarter rest in measure 2. In addition, nearly every pulse
% s moving eighth notes somewhere, so kids learn to feel the eighth note pulse and
n i

t into a half note.

Verhaps one of my favorite moments in the piece occurs at measure 111, when the 7/8 pattern
ppears to be juxtaposed over an extended melody in 3/4. Isolate upper woodwinds and mallets,
@ encouraging them to pay special attention to the accents, which create the illusion of 7/8 time!

Heart of Gold reflects the warm personality of Paul Salyers. It was commissioned by his former
0 school, Frank Augustus Miller Middle School, and band director Susan E. Olsen. It was premiered

by a band that included many of Paul’s 7th and 8th grade alumni.

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 3:00

commissioned by the Frank Augustus Miller Middle School Bands

Riverside, California; Susan E. Olsen, Band Director
celebrating the life and passion of Paul Salyers

HEART OF GOLD

. . . BRIAN BALMAGES
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