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The Composer

Randall D. Standridge (b. 1976) grew up in Little Rock, Arkansas and received his
Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State University, where he studied
composition with Dr. Tom O’Connor. He returned to Arkansas State University and
received his Master’s in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O’Connor and
Dr. Tim Cirist.

Randall is a member of ASCAP and is in demand as a composer, arranger, clinician,
and designer. His pieces have been performed internationally, and numero
pieces have been selected to the J.W. Pepper’s Editor's Choice list.
He has also had several pieces selected for performance at t i
Chicago, IL, and his work Art(isms) was performed at the 20
Conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. His music is recogniz
literature for concert festivals and band concerts across the Unite
throughout the world.

In addition to his career as a composer, Randall is a

and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, Arka

About the Music g

Thrash is inspired by the heavy metal and hard rock bands of the 1280s. | was in junior hi e and my cassette
player was regularly the home of Iron Maiden, Metallica, King Di nd, and countless others. To this day, | still love
heavy metal music, and am always excited by the driving r issonant harmonies, and the savage sense of

musical motion. %

In my compositional career, | have tried to shy away fr i nal ove . Not because | do not like the
form; | love it! My band experience was populated by the James S n, Claude T. Smith, and others
who kept finding interesting ways to vary and i . My rQser being hesitant to visit this corner of
the band repertoire has more to do with “wha ibly add to thi f work that hasn’t been added before?”
My love of overtures and heavy meta bine iece you Q’ore you. Although it is in standard ternary
(ABA) format, it uses the harmonies an vy met how the concert band overture in a different

light, a darker light, if you will.

t Stroudsburg a @School North Symphonic Band, East Stroudsburg, PA,
ank them f ing me with this project and for allowing me to try a grand

This work was commissioned by the
and Paul M. Bakner, Director,

ent to achieve th itten tempos, lest the work come off as boring.

@racten When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper

icand iMc challenges repeat frequently. Draw your students’ attention to this to diminish the
e of these elements.

Dorate staccato e your daily routine as you prepare this work.
S should le and taken to extremes.
-The percussion sh be on the slightly louder side of the balance spectrum. Please do not hide them; however, they
&r ?e

should not ensemble.

-The Percussion 2 part is intended for suspended crash cymbals to make it possible for one person to play the part.
Please use sticks for the crashes when possible to avoid a “soft” crash.

-Several percussion changes happen very quickly. Be sure that the mallets and trap tables are well planned out to allow
for quick changes.

-The flute solo at measure 81 should be played through a microphone with slight reverb, if available. In the instances of
large ensembles, it may be desirable for this to be performed as a soli.

- Randall D. Standridge



commissioned by the East Stroudsburg Area High School North Symphonic Band

Duration: 4:45

Dingmans Ferry, Pennsylvania; Paul M. Baker, Director

(ASCAP)
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