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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens
Notable guest conducting appearances have include
International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con can Schoo

i . j rances
have included the Kennedy Center and } j ) %gements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currentl is Di a ations for

wson University.

This piece was never meangto b itten. In fact, | was workiflg on a different piece altogether

(and was over halfway th en my entire 4 est, desire, and investment in “that"
piece simply caved. g with it fo@&s and was making some progress,
but everything abou iece felt'so ordina@aere was a massive disconnect between

i t this piece is the one | needed to write.

lly underst®o
i t to write. Perhaps my email to Daniel
ing directorat erland High School in Wisconsin, best conveys

mﬁ... | spent endless amounts of time working on
and was str h it a ton. The piece wasn’t going anywhere. It just
It ||ke ar "band " that | was trying to make fun, but | just didn't feel anything
ind it. The Iy tory is that throughout the [writing of that] piece, my father
been extre - suffering from liver and kidney failure. As | write this email, he is
in the hospitabwaiting to see if an obstruction clears that just occurred the other
day. If it ci%elear he may go home tomorrow or the next day. If not, he may not be

with us b nd of the week. It's been a mess. For over a month, he has been at the
Univ aryland Medical Center being evaluated to see if he was strong enough
nd kidney transplant. It has been a rollercoaster. One day everyone believes
oing to be listed the following day. Hours later, his heart levels tank and we're not
e is a candidate at all. A day later he has an incredible heart scan putting us back
on track. A week later we find out that his heart has not recovered as they had hoped,
so still no transplant. | canceled a conducting engagement in Ireland not knowing how
much time we have together and hoping he would get a transplant. And with this new
complication, | may be cancelling a trip to Oklahoma because | do not know if he will
need surgery tomorrow or Monday - and if so, it is highly likely he will not survive it. He is
a trumpet player. | am a trumpet player. And today | brought my 9-year-old son to the
hospital so he could play his trumpet for my dad. Right now, I'm not sure if that is the
last time he will see my father or not.

Throughout this entire experience, | have reached my own breaking point. Over and
over again. So | fall apart, put myself together, and am then broken all over again.
And again.

This is the piece | have written for you: Breaking Point.

It is one of the most emotional and powerful pieces | have ever written. It has moments
of untamed beauty and other moments of intense aggression. You told me a strength of
your group is their ability to bring a ton of energy to their music. They are going to
need it. Emotional energy. Raw energy. Anger. Rage. Hope. False hope. Desperation.
It's all there.”



This email was written on Saturday March 2, 2019. On Sunday morning, | spoke with the doctors who told me that it appeared
my father would be able to avoid the surgery for his obstruction. So | decided | would fly to Oklahoma at my father’s request
(“Brian, stop cancelling everything because of me. | want you to keep doing everything. I'm fine.”). It seemed likely he
would be discharged in a few days, although again - with a failing liver and kidneys, getting discharged was not really a
blessing. Since | was only going to be gone for a couple days, my dad wanted me to go. And so | did. On the way to Oklahoma,
| continued writing at a feverish pace, trying to keep up with all the notes, emotions, phrases and textures running through
my mind. | thought | finished the piece by noon on Monday, ahead of my band and orchestra rehearsals at Oklahoma State
University later that day.

That evening, my mother called me as did some of the doctors. The obstruction wound up not being any bett all. In fact,
it was getting worse. It was that night that my dad called me and told me he was tired. Tired of being i ital. Tired
of exploring a bunch of surgeries that he likely would not survive. Tired of subjecting himself t
highly unlikely that he would ever be put on the transplant list due to his heart condition. I'll ne
can still here his voice. “Brian, it's okay. | really am at peace. I'm ready for whatever comes next.”
Up until that point, | had such a mix of emotions, and it is easy to hear them throughout t
Anger (a lot of anger). Frustration. Overwhelming despair. The listener can hear pa

iati chérale first
mv le a driving
world. All of
& Constantly. And so,
) instabil@ verything leading to

lly am at p@'m ready for whatever comes next.”

expres % ent of peace. And that is why | extended

introduced in the low brass near the beginning) that constantly moves b
line in the woodwinds and mallets moves between both tonalities and a
this was designed to reflect the chaos of getting pulled in different dire
| began to scream (musically) for it all to stop and wrote the last powerful mo
a unison concert F. That was the end of the piece.

Or so | thought.

Rewind to my dad’s phone call on Monday night. “Brian, i

Suddenly, | realized that the piece was not over. Not at a

y original music), but symbolizes that moment
when | realized my dad did not want to fight just wanted t mfortable. As the chorale continues, phrases
begin to lengthen. And then the si oments betweéen hrases when you just don’t know what to say.
And so you let the silence say it for ilence bet phrases stretches as the chorale continues. Until
i mmce needed to end. No major chord. No minor
e early from Oklahoma to see my dad. | have never
%ter on the plane, but powered through and people around
ad, Mom and | had a wonderful day. We talked about all
“Tt was lovely. He was all irritated that he kept dropping his
ith a better grip. | did and brought it Wednesday morning. He was
e and would ne ake up. The following day, just two days after | finished Breaking Point,
ther passed amvith my mom, me, and friends by his side.

cried so much while ertlng a pie
me kindly gave me some s
kinds of things. Laughed Re
phone, so he asked b
unresponsive when
my world shattere

My heartfe

comiete

nks t Hop berland High School in Wisconsin. He understood my need to switch gears
is commission, and w omed it with open arms. | will always miss my dad, but finally found my peace in
es of this u5|c

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 9:00

commissioned by the Cumberland High School Band
Cumberland, Wisconsin, Daniel Hopkins, Director
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