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The Composer

Jack Wild's music has been performed at music education conferences throughout

the world, including the Midwest Clinic, the International Trombone Festival, and the
Slider Asia Clinic. Many works he has written for concert band have been selected to
the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List and the Bandworld Top 100 and appea
required festival lists across the country. He currently serves as the compo
residence for the Austin Children’s Choir.

The chamber music Mr. Wilds has written has been performed

the University Interscholastic League, the Columbus Stat
Ensemble, and middle school and high school bands
to his career as a composer, Mr. Wilds is an active
He accepts commissions in a wide variety o
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About the Music

Switchbacks is built on an ostjnato taken from CaudQQp'ano prelude,

Des pas sir la neige (Footpri the Snow). Debussy’s'piéce reframes the ostinato

with a variety of different ch while maintaining a serémne, almost melancholy
atmosphere througho '

cks begins in same fashion but creates a
slow build. If the D on a quiet, mplative walk through a
snow-blanketed f backs imagi wly ascending a mountain

path.

, as the clim agmes the | Journey up, (measure 11)
imb. |ned to press on, the music picks up its
. The ost; is transformed into a driving stream of eighth
vibraphone an ba. The music takes the listener through a
ods, befo@oroaching the final push to the summit (measure
to becomes a soaring melody and a chattering

At this poin
mpanimen he climber arrives (measure 111) and collapses in a
xhaustion. The ostinato (now in a major key) floats away

of exhilarate

into the br t, blue sky.
Whlle the piece, | suggest spending some time listening to and analyzing

iano piece and comparing it to Switchbacks. This piece would also
eXcellent vehicle for a composition unit based on ostinatos.

- Jack Wilds
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