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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from JamegdVadison
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. H recipient
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American School
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Uni
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (the first
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other alma mater,
to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th

Band

Directors Association National Confere ers./Additional con ppearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Me hony Hall as II engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Current! is Di of Instru blications for

The FJH Music Company and Assistant Dire ds and Oms at Towson University.

Fear, anxiety, adrenaline, rush of exci t all take center stage in this musical
depiction of a roller. . any we know there is a certain amount of
anxiety that people fe aiting in lin Qearmg people scream. The opening slow
section captu i a{ r gets closer and closer to front of the
line. Percus imulates the ||ft mechanism that pulls the cars up the initial

h efore cially” be@ iders race down the first hill and into a series of

%comes a part of the ride when | am no longer terrified,
ile. This moment occurs at measure 32, when riders like
he rush of wind and the absolute thrill of the ride.

nly the bra on and the ride slows down immensely, but a final musical
nt reminds thelistener of the excitement they just experienced.

Thrill Ride mm|55|oned by the Veterans Elementary School Band (Ellicott City,

Marylan q eir conductor Tim Viets.

- Brian Balmages



Duration: 2:15 commissioned by the Veterans Elementary School Band
Ellicott City, Maryland; Tim Viets, Director
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