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The Composer

Mekel Rogers has been involved in music education as a middle school band
director since 1995. He is a summa cum laude graduate of Appalachian State
University, a charter member of the Carolina Crown Drum and Bugle Corps,
and the founding conductor of the Union Symphony Youth Orchestra. Mekel is
also active as a frequent guest clinician and adjudicator for both concert d
and marching band events.

The compositions for concert band that Mekel has written
Company Inc. have received several Editor's Choice Awards f
Music Company. In addition, works written by Mekel have bee
nationwide at various district and state honor band even
association conferences, adjudicated festivals, and the
International performances include concert band festi

Mekel was inducted into the America
(ASBDA) in 2008 and is a member of,
Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP). He
daughter and performs occasionally

llection of three excerpts from famous 19th century

hoven, and @—Saéns.
. 9 "Fro ew World” was composed in

ncy in thi‘m States. It is Dvorak’s most famous

rformed symphonic works in the repertoire.
phony is from the beginning of the

[ ¥ak depicts a steam locomotive starting up and
can countryside.

eethoven’s 7th ny was first performed in 1813 as a charity concert
Idiers inj during the Napoleonic Wars. Masters of the Symphony
quotes a g second movement theme which was so well received
at the that it was immediately encored and became one of
Beethove ost loved melodies.

3. -Saéns’ 3rd Symphony was completed in 1886 and is nicknamed
h rgan” Symphony because of the inclusion of a full pipe organ during
Q finale. Masters of the Symphony uses the famous and majestic main
eme of the last movement.

ors can use Masters of the Symphony as a teaching tool to introduce students
to these great composers and their music. | highly recommend that students listen
to sections of the original orchestral works to gain a better understanding of the
musical intentions of the composers.

Masters of the Symphony is lovingly dedicated to Jill McAbee Brooks, Director of
Bands at Weddington High School. Ms. Brooks has been my partner in music education
for many years, and serves as a positive role model for female band directors
everywhere. For me, Jill is a loving, supportive, and eternal friend who | am grateful
to have in my life.

- Mekel Rogers
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Beethoven — Symphony No. 7
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Saint-Saéns — Symphony No. 3 “Organ
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