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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from JamegdVadison
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. H recipient
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American School
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Uni
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (the first
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other alma mater,
to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th

International Band Clinic, College Band D Band
Directors Association National Confere ers./Additional con ppearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Me hony Hall as % engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Current! is Di of Instru blications for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant Dire ds and Oms at Towson University.

|ns And in Ie moment, adrenaline surges in an

ndiana Bandmasters Association,
@ | began working on the piece, | realized
ountdown — it could be a race, a launch,
plores the tension building moments ahead

2|l as the u@g of energy immediately afterward.

hat is coming. It follows my own personal experiences
armonies all move together - there is a feeling of
approaches, harmonies continue to change but voices linger,
age just slightly. What follows is the musical equivalent of

onic shifts and meter changes to make everything feel entirely new, yet familiar.
There are rr@l peaks and valleys despite the nonstop rhythmic drive, and everything

ultimateéb toward the powerful ending.

- Brian Balmages
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