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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
= World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from JamegdVadison
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. H recipient
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American School
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Uni
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (the first
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other alma mater,
to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th

International Band Clinic, College Band D Band

Directors Association National Confere ers./Additional con ppearances

have included the Kennedy Center and Me hony Hall as % engagements

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Current! is Di of Instru blications for

The FJH Music Company and Assistant Dire ds and Oms at Towson University.
About the Mus 2

At over 14,000 feet, Pike ifi %&al landmark located near Colorado
Springs. It is uniqued ydegend‘and mystery while also playing an important
role in American history: issi Qorado Bandmasters Association and premiered
just minutes e CMEA Convention at the Broadmoor Resort

in Colorado, the subject matt ed ever fitting.

nd a bit perilous tive of the risks associated with climbing the mountain and
ig Foot. There are no moments of panic — rather, the harmonic

neasiness and concern. It hints at the prospect of something else
ommits to it. After presenting various fragments, a complete chorale
pse of the beauty associated with hiking the mountain; not “the view,”
e moments of serenity the individual experiences escaping the world while climbing.
This |ntertW| |th the final moments of harmonic instability before moving into a more energetic
and up iction of the ascent.

llows a hiker fr ase of the mountain to the summit, encountering all the
ews, an@ associated with Pikes Peak. The opening comes across as
gsof

ent offers a
bu

ction is built on fragments of the opening chorale that are constantly developed

red as the music continues. The music becomes more energized and heroic until everything

su s into a moment of peace and reflection. It is at this point that the listener first hears small
elements of America, the Beautiful. In the summer of 1883, Katharine Lee Bates was teaching

nghsh at Colorado College in Colorado Springs and took a trip to Pikes Peak with a few of the
other teachers. It was after this trip that she wrote the poem that became America, the Beautiful.
They ascended most of the way by wagon, but toward the end, they had to go the remaining
distance on mules. It is not until measure 142 that the music is fully realized, indicative of that
moment when Bates reached the summit: “| was very tired. But when | saw the V|ew | felt great
joy. All the wonder of America seemed displayed there, with the sea-like expanse.” The music at
this point embraces the feeling of looking out over the Great Plains (“above the fruited plain”)
and at Pikes Peak itself, which is made of a pinkish granite (“purple mountain majesty”).

Beginning the descent, listeners soon encounter some of the instability from the opening,
but carry the image of the summit with them on the way down. The tempo kicks into high gear
once more celebrating the wonder of Pikes Peak and juxtaposing the various musical elements
together as the piece comes to a powerful conclusion.

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 7:45
commissioned by the Colorado Bandmasters Association
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