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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists b
and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California Ban
Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural
College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Interscholas
winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the F
for Excellence in Composition. Professional memberships include
Composers Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides j
wife, Georgia.

Program Notes

In Roman mythology, Mercury is amo &e ancient deities.

He is known as the “messenger of the go is wi g%dals and playful spirit,
and he could fly faster than gther gods. Trustworthy, ischievous, Mercury is the

patron god of commerce, ry, travelers, luck, tric " and thieves.

The Wings of Mercury | portrayal of the whimsical, impish master of mirth.

Beginning slowly with e olo, the th ul introduction ponders the legend
brisk, depicting swift and uninhibited

of this beguiling uddenly
flight. The melodic co @rough various sections of the ensemble
with an arr i %messenger soars effortlessly with his flight
coming t rilliant finish.

ns
i nal and must have an easy, uninhibited quality. While the
is forte, it should not be forced or aggressive. In contrast,
‘suddenly” segtion at measure 14 should be equally sprightly and energetic.
Please givE s;ecia consideration to phrasing at measure 32, as the low voice melody

is smoot linear. Percussion parts, even when marked forte, should always be
ed and not “overdone.”
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