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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists b
and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California Ban
Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural
College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Interscholas
winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the F
for Excellence in Composition. Professional memberships include
Composers Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides j
wife, Georgia.

Program Notes 0

Reminiscent of the classic circus march akes us & the wild, unbridled
early twentieth century circus times. This ally styl is quite rollicking in
nature, offering straightforward melodic content an ping technical passages from

all sections of the ensembl

with great boldness. er at the tr tion, the music still maintains drive
and intensity bef ssuming itsweriginal intrepid style and drives to a

dashing finish. ‘

’ @ style to capture the character of the traditional circus
(Qh op end of the metronome marking to add circus “flair

The piece immediatel attention with E audacious introduction and continues

rformance. While the percussion section is a key factor in
It must never “overshadow” the ensemble.
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commissioned by the Danny Jones Middle School Wind Ensemble
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(ASCAP)
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