2'4:Y FJH YOUNG BAND Grade 2.5 - 3

B1737

A SOLITARY WISH

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score 4 - F
4 - Flute 1 2 -Tr
4 - Flute 2 2 -Tro

2 - Oboe 2 - Barito

Euphonium 0
2 - Baritone T.C. Q

2 - Bassoon

5 - Bb Clarinet 1

5 - Bb Clarinet 2 - Tuba

2 - Bb Bass Clarinet Timpani

2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 1 - Marimk@

Crash Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal
Sleigh Bells

2 - Eb Alto Saxop, 2- §e|$
2-BbTe orSa@ Z_N one
2_Eb Qeussmn
4 Bb TrU\ fiangle

Qow using a high-speed sorting system for parts.

let single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.
V T H E
]}

Frank J. Hackinson

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424
www.fihmusic.com



The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as pagt of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both P
Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in mu
James Madison University and his master's degree from the Universi i
Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Hardin

(the first year the award was given). In the same year, h
other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compos
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys reg y i r
bands and orchestras, as well as unive SSi ughout the
world. Notable guest conducting app ﬁt linic,

Western International Band Clinic, Co n merican

ditional conducting
appearances have included the Kennedy € mphony Hall as well

and others.
and Meyetho
as engagements in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Cuerh istDirector of

Assistant Director of Bands

Program Notes

| learned an amazing lesson before | . Whi sider myself to be a good person, | read a friend’s
comments about seeing a homeless wo oyce outsi Q Target. In brief, Joyce needed a new pair of shoes
because it was getting cold outsid c friend decided to get Joyce the shoes, and also offered
to buy her lunch and some extra fo lies between them included, “How will you heat up canned
soup? Usually the microwave ; t you get the big peanut butter? Because it is too heavy to
carry around.” My friend obse i son around them averted their eyes as they walked by. My friend

shared with me that thi

alk by. ually said “Sorry” as they walked by the man, but most did not even look at him

them. Finally, with my new “perspective” in hand, | walked up to the man and asked

e said he just ne something to drink and a little bit of food. | took him into the store with me and
. His nafae was Bruce. He was 32 years old. He had three kids — 2 in elementary school and 1 in middle
acknowledged th% helhad made plenty of mistakes in life, but that he was trying really hard to get back up on his

in the future. | thoug e thing g
. as outs@ d store with my kids and there was a man outside asking for some food.

ive in the area so |d be close to his kids. We chatted for a bit before | had to run and get my youngest to a
game. As we we avifig, he held the door open for us and said thanks. “It's hard when people ignore you all day

ks for stopp ith the holiday season approaching, this struck me hard. So many of us are already making our
ers are i for them so they can start their shopping early. We are annoyed because we have to go to several
houses on Thanks@ Day, or open gifts at several houses (or travel) during the holiday season. And then some perspective —
someone Iiw or Bruce — who only wish for food, water, and for someone to notice them.

There are many holiday pieces out there about everything imaginable. This one begins with the ensemble creating the sound
of typical holiday chatter — laughing, talking filled with joy... And then, the music begins, with a single individual (a clarinet
soloist) just asking to be noticed while everyone walks by, immersed in their own holiday traditions — some, dropping a few coins
or a dollar but avoiding conversation at all cost. As the music develops, we experience a wide range of emotions as the joy of the
holidays is juxtaposed with solitude. Ultimately, in this particular story, the individual is joined by another, and eventually
there are four (the quartet toward the end of the piece). As a couple people begin to leave, two voices remain — flute and
oboe representing one, and alto sax representing the other. The person’s wish comes true — they are no longer alone.

B1737



Please share this story with your audience in an effort to spread awareness and help individuals all over the world. Donate
your time, donate a small amount, or just smile and say hello to someone. Have some energy bars in your car that you can
give to someone in need. You just may make someone’s wish come true. It is my sincere hope that directors all over the
world will use this piece as a vehicle to bring awareness to their students and possibly use this performance as a way to
launch their own fundraisers to benefit their local communities. | have already heard from programs all over that did some
amazing work in their communities. One school decided to forgo their annual Secret Santa exchange and donated all the gifts
to benefit the homeless in their area. Another performed their event at a local church and took a collection in which they
raised an additional $1,000. Yet another hosted a clothing drive. The possibilities are endless. This is a great opportunity to
show the world that music is not only important for our students, but it also plays a significant role in our co

Thank you to the following consortium level members who donated at the gold level or higher (||sted in
This list represents 22 states and many schools that ran their own fundraisers to further this ca unities.
This list does not include the additional 154 schools / individuals (one hundred fifty four!) that ¢ r level

(to be able to perform the piece) or lower (incredible people who just wanted to support the cause).
vehicle capable of far more than we sometimes realize.

New Bedford High School (Massachusetts); Matthew Pacheco
Central Valley High School (Washington); Eric Parker
Wilmington High School (Ohio); Matt Spradlin

Angola High School (Indiana); Andrew Keiser

Roseville Area High School (Minnesota); Matt Dehnel

Phoenix College Community Band (Arizona); Rose French
Pendleton Heights High School (Indiana); Chris Taylor

Lincoln Christian School (Nebraska); Emiley Bond

Wakefield High School (North Carolina); Brian Mufioz
Rushville Consolidated High School (Indiana); T.R. Campbell
Dickson Middle School Band (Tennessee); Shane Joyce
North Forsyth High School Band (Georgia); Raymond Th
East Central High School (Indiana); Dave Pallada
Saint Joseph School (Missouri); Larry Johnson
Ottawa High School (Kansas); Courtney Nichols
Texas Woman'’s University Band Department; [2
Big Spring High School (Pennsylvania); Ada
Cardinal Wuerl North Catholic HighfSghool (

Wood River High School (Nebraska); i
Dominion High School (Virginia); Jonat i Q

Michael Clark (Maryland)
Stratford Varsity Band (Wisconsin %

nia); Michael Pagnotta
in Lloyd and Jeremy Brown

Burrell High School Band P
.E. e
Rib Lake High Sch ; h
. ri : é
O :

MakeMusic Inc. (Colorado)

Linganore High Scho

Willard Mldd n, Vicoria Meraz, Molly Meyer, Shane Batchelor
Rubidoux

igan); Jacob Lubbers
iddle School (Illin Chris Vanderwall

my (Col&)é; Christina Schwartz-Soper
igh School (Michigan); Beth Bousfield
on Warrenville Souw School (lllinois); Victor Scimeca
afield Central Hi hool (Indiana); Chris Wing
le County C Band (Virginia); Jean Flaherty

A@T\ rebird Bands (North Carolina); Jaron Cox

Greenwood Com ity High School (Indiana); John Morse
Elkton HIMI (Maryland); Daniel Reynolds
New Palestine®High School (Indiana); Shawn Humphries
Lebanon High School (Tennessee); Eric Spear

Santa Clara High School (California); Johnny Erdman
Richfield High School (Minnesota); Elizabeth Winslow

-Brian Balmages
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Duration: 5:00 for Joyce, Bruce and countless others

A SOLITARY WISH

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
“Holiday chatter.”
Ensemble members create a soft background involving conversations about the holidays.
Similar to a shopping mall. Joyful, happy — unaware of the homeless person on the street
corner. Players stop talking as they enter, with all players fading out by measure 22. Peaceful, yet lonely (J =132)
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