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1 - Conductor’s Full Score 3 - Bb Trumpet 1

1 - Piccolo 3 - Bb Trumpet 2
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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as pagt of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both P
Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in mu
James Madison University and his master’s degree from the Uni i
Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Hardin

(the first year the award was given). In the same year, h
other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compos
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys reg

bands and orchestras, as well as unive Ssi wout the
world. Notable guest conducting app ﬁt linic,
Western International Band Clinic, Co n merican

ence %ditional conducting

appearances have included the Kennedy € mphony Hall as well

and others
and Meyetho
as engagements in Australia, Canada and Italy. Cuerh is'Director of

Assistant Director of Bands

y programmat% &usm is inspired by the raw, primitive nature
ombination ng, dissonant rhythms and complex harmonies,
gular melQ\Jrrounded by colorful percussion writing.

ion, the gins to develop and become more complex,

never abandons i | roots during the process. At times, it feels exploratory —

ents, it hml/'e of a chaotic, near violent nature. The transition into the
wer, mystical io s on elements of Stravinsky (referencing elements of both
ite of Spri irebird Suite.) As the slower section unfolds, the listener is lulled

low, steady ement of quarter notes under the melody. This builds into a powerful
conflict (boé harmonically and melodically as bass voices compete with the upper
C

While not
s title

§ |

woodwin brass). The quarter note pulse returns once again, and eventually
move o the driving, raw harmonic content of the opening. Familiar melodies
i rface under new orchestration before moving into a coda section featuring a
uilding woodwind and percussion ostinato. A series of powerful chords emerges
the ostinato, creating harmonic instability. The music becomes even more unstable
as the chords change duration while a final ascending statement emerges from horns,
saxophones, and euphonium. The ending of the work erupts in a fury of rhythmic and
harmonic intensity before a final unison statement brings the work to a furious conclusion.

Primal Dances was commissioned by the Folly Quarter Middle School Symphonic Wind
Ensemble (Ellicott City, Maryland; Andrew Spang, conductor). The commission is a result
of Folly Quarter's “Play It Forward” Commissioning Project through their booster
organization, the Friends of Folly Quarter Musicians.

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 6:45

commissioned by the Folly Quarter Symphonic Wind Ensemble

TRANSPOSED SCORE

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES

PRIMAL DANCES

Ellicott City, Maryland,; Andrew Spang, conductor
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