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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as pagt of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both P
Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in mu
James Madison University and his master's degree from the Uni i
Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Hardin

(the first year the award was given). In the same year, h
other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compos
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys reg y i r
bands and orchestras, as well as unive SSi out the
world. Notable guest conducting app ﬁt Iinic,

Western International Band Clinic, Co n merican

ditional conducting
appearances have included the Kennedy € mphony Hall as well

and others
and Meyetho
as engagements in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Cuerh istDirector of

Assistant Director of Bands

n best be desg an American circus march that meets
ased on ori aterlal the piece weaves in small anecdotal
rs and St rever, Take Me Out to the Ballgame, The Yankee
e Dood| ar-Spangled Banner, and The Entertainer. The entire
sed on the laye elodies, harmonies, textures, and rhythms. As the
ps, the Iam ecomes more and more complex, yet always with a
s a highly energetic work that constantly throws a curve ball
maybe just a little) at the listener with just enough Americana

nin to give homegrown feel without necessarily being categorized as a full-on
patriotic

w
The p écommissioned by the Artie Henry Middle School Honors Band (Cedar
; Robert Herrings, conductor) on the occasion of their selection as the TMEA
r Band. Given that this was their third time being selected as honor band,
ce playfully uses the theme of “three” throughout, beginning immediately with
s of three that move through three different time signatures (including 3/8). In addition,
The Stars and Stripes Forever reference only involves the trio section and the only part
of Take Me Out to the Ballgame is "One! Two! Three strikes you're out!” (Of course, we
then hear the sound of a ball being hit!)

American

&arles |

American Big Top was premiered at the 2018 Texas Music Educators Association
Convention by the Artie Henry Middle School Honors Band; Robert Herrings, conductor.

- Brian Balmages

B1735



(ASCAP)
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