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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
e World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

jon bands
utthe world.
Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern
International Band Clinic, College Band r’r»&&aj chool Band
Directors Association National Conference iti cofiducting appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meyerho y% well as engagements
in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for
Orchestras at Towson University.

tant Director of Bands

Bharat is derived from a fusion of Indian classical
. The name Bharat is the Sanskrit name for the

n as India. Note that the "B” and "h"” of Bharat both
@; nding “t” is pronounced like “th.” The strong connection

i@/

n population of the commissioning school in Plano, Texas.
aditional instruments, the piece calls for a wide variety of Indian

In researchi

A.R. Rahma ability to integrate traditional Indian music with electronics and orchestra

:@d listening to Bollywood music, one of the composers who struck me was
|s incre unique, resulting in several Academy Awards, Grammy Awards, and more.

al waés to try and realize something similar within a concert band framework.

opening of the work makes use of a tambura, an Indian drone instrument. It looks like

as ut does not change pitch while being played. The strings are tuned ahead of time
to create the drone (tunings are provided). Note that the strings are tuned in the notated

rder and are always played in that sequence. If a real tambura is not available, | suggest
using a sample or synthesizer as it is highly effective, especially when heard with the
comblnatlon of crotales and bells. Eventually, the drone is lost as the music around it builds
and becomes the focus. Throughout this section we hear a contrast between consonance
and mild dissonance (typically created when a note does not resolve for a while and leaves

a trail of the old harmony into the new one). The primary theme is introduced at measure
23 (trumpet 2), as is one of the primary rhythmic elements of the work (the triplets).

Beginning in the Allegro section, several unique intsruments are introduced along with
optional substitutes:

Chimta — an instrument that looks like a pair of metal tongs with small metal jingles
attached. Sound is created when the player hits the two sides of the instrument together
with one hand, and there is often a ring at the hinge that the other hand uses to create
sound as well. Thus, it is possible to play faster rhythms using both hands. A tambourine is
a possible substitute, though it is quite possible to create a chimta using metal tongs.
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Dhol - a double-headed drum that has a treble side and a bass side. It is played with wooden sticks. It is
possible to use two individual drums (a high-pitched tenor drum and a low tom) as substitutes. Both parts
are intended to be played by a single percussionist. Note that the piece calls for multiple dhol players if
possible (beginning at measure 72), as it is quite common to see a group of people playing together.
Obviously, it is important that the players lock in with each other, but it is also important that they match
visually. At measure 80, they are asked to play on the side of the drum (which in the case of a dhol would be
wooden). If using a tenor drum, the side of the drum or rim may be an option. Do not hesitate to experiment.

Tabla — two single-headed drums that are rather small and shaped like a barrel. The tabla is the smaller
played with the right hand. The baya is the deeper drum played with the left hand. An advanced P
bend pitches using the palm of the hand while playing. It is important to note that tabla t
on the use of various finger combinations and patterns to mimic various spoken syllables.

tabla rhythm has been used in the FJH recording and does not exactly represent wh
absence of a tabla player, an alternate part is provided for bongos (played with
This simulates the sound of the tabla (and unlike the tabla, is covered by 2 player
all three (all three instruments are used in the FJH recording), but in the
player, the bongos and talking drum should be a bit softer.

The entire middle section is based on creating, developing, and la

ooves, very siﬁo some
of the Bollywood-style music that | studied. Early on in this section, on the charatte drone
qualities of the tambura (playing open 5ths with mutes). As this sectie i

sithrough vari thmic
grooves and layered musical lines, it eventually gives way to a light-hearte sentatioé primary
theme (measure 80). The music then begins a final groove with multiple lines layer, befére all the existing
themes are juxtaposed at measure 101 while maneuveri rough atypical meter ges.

ening, with the use of similar instruments
tion, new ieents quietly present short

The final section/coda of the work represents a ret
(tambura, flute, and various percussion). However, |n
phrases derived from throughout the work. A ) @@ntinues to build, yet never
fully resolves until reaching the most powerful mo e piece (me 134). At this point, the music
moves in and out of phase (harmonicall ves an mediately back over and over). In this
spot, altos and horns are marked "hugel rate for the aIt he horns, it is a gross understatement!

They take over everything th‘ but t ea perfe% e between horn 1-2 and 3-4.
Homage to Bharat was commis Middle S ind Ensemble in Plano, Texas. The directors
are Jason Tucker, Amber M of commissioning me, they let me know of

the large Indian populatio S cluded several kids that play tabla and they also
were able to have several st auble the dhol part (it is a similar style of instrument).
In addition, they ha come back and play tambura. | thank them for the
incredible challenge this giving me a chance to go outside the box. | am thrilled with
the result!

Q&

dent that
sented, an

0 ': - Brian Balmages




commissioned by the Rice Middle School Wind Ensemble
Plano, Texas; Jason Tucker, Amber Moore, and Josh Reyna; Directors

H O MAG E TO B HARAT BRIAN BALMAGES

(Reflections of India) (ASCAP)
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