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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pres;
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in m
University and his master's degree from the University of Miami
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American Sch
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison Universi
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other a

jion bands
utthe world.
Notable guest conducting appearances i [ icfWestern
International Band Clinic, College Band can School Band
Directors Association National Conference . ition@l conducting appearances
have included the Kennedy Center and Meye y% well as engagements

in Australia, Canada and ltaly. Currently, he is Directo strumental Publications for
The FJH Music Company and tant Director of Bands Orchestras at Towson University.

About the

The concep ce began with? *n Hills and Lauren Collister, two trombonists
i n a commu d in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Over time,
aged andWanted to commission a piece of music to celebrate.
ate h

s symboli we often walk through gateways in life that take
tage of life to t In writing this piece, we all decided that it would
opportur%t e duet parts were made available for any two instruments.
o ors could play the piece on their final concert, or that a
combination of instruments (the official recording features a
arinet, alto sak, trumpet, and trombone duet - all playing at various points in the

piece to demanstrate the possibilities). The piece is obviously special to Jon and Lauren
as they hav%ed through their own gateway. They are very excited to be able to
share thisswith®he rest of the world now, in hopes that it will help countless others begin

thegou rought their own gateways.

entioned above, Gateways can feature any type of duet. Duet parts for all instruments
are available for download at www.fjhmusic.com. Directors can also experiment with
\r:ixed instrument duets (such as flute and clarinet), or they may feature different instruments
@ roughout the piece (as has been done on the official FJH recording).
Q Gateways was commissioned by Jonathan Hills and Lauren Collister and they premiered

the piece with themselves as soloists with their community band. If this is not a great
reason why people should continue to play after college, | don't know what is!

V - Brian Balmages

Downloading the Duet Parts

To download the free duet parts, visit www.fjhmusic.com/downloads and enter code
B1732 (case sensitive).

B1732



Duration: 5:00

for Jonathan and Lauren

GATEWAYS

BRIAN BALMAGES
H ASCAP
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