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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists b
and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California Ban
Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural
College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Interscholas
winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the F
for Excellence in Composition. Professional memberships include
Composers Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides j
wife, Georgia.
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Program Notes 0
h the su o& completely frozen.

Simply defined, a tundra is a vast, flat
rainfall iséminifpal. The few plants and

In this ecosystem, winters are extremely ¢

animals that actually survive in this harsh setting are tially’clinging to life. Tundra
snowstorms are quite harsh, n to bring winds up to ph and temperatures averaging
-30 degrees Farenheit. tundra comes from the Finnish word tunturia, meaning

"barren treeless land”.

|V|d plct as unusual setting in states of eerie
issonant tones, the beginning Calm

&f emotion. Intermittent non-melodic statements
rce animal and plant life in constant struggle

n suddenly quickens, as to warn of impending

es increasingly fierce as the Storm comes into full

nd a strong melodic concentration. The music continues

izzard comes to a chaotic and boisterous climax.

ity and as before, the dissonant Calm section is once again

rd with spor es of life as the music slowly comes to a cold quiet end.
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