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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient
of the prestigious A. Austin Harding Award from the American School Band
Association and in 2016 was awarded the James Madison University Disting
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts (the first year th
In the same year, he was commissioned by his other alma ma

and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens
Notable guest conducting appearances have included
International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con
Directors Association National Conference z 1

have included the Kennedy Center and
in Australia, Canada and Italy. Currentl

i mances
%agements
ﬂ ations for
t

wson University.

About the Music

"We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite h

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

Inspired by the juxtaposition of uncertainty and bound| inite Hop. s@to forge a path of faith, trust, belief,
and assurance amidst a world of chaos. It reminds us tha reams ar@round us, and that, as Robert Fulghum
said, "...hope always triumphs over experience.” ife, most &f useXperience moments that truly test our

resolve — either as individuals or as a society. De
hopes within ourselves and in others. And in th ent, we fin

O\

mof 6 p ionists (timpani + 5 players). Suspended cymbal and crash
so it is imp thatpercussionists plan intsrument layout unless multiple cymbals

two horn written, it is intended to have a minimum of four players
e and necessafly power (note that for younger groups, horns are cued throughout).

a ok inward and outward — and refuel on the
urselves sharing in the magic of infinite hope.

Performance Notes

Infinite Hope was designed to wor
cymbals are shared across multi
are available for performance.
(doubling each part) for

Infinite Hope was co

in honor of th@ anniversary of the Texas Bandmasters Association. It was premiered by
the United States Co

nd at th(—:@ vention in San Antonio. The piece was funded by a consortium of the
ol cts

le School — Rou ock) ISD; Brigette Parsons, Director
Pflugerville ISD; y Humphrey, Director
— Frisco ISD;, Cyndi Tucker, Director
iddle School - M ey’ISD; Gary Williams, Director
m) ISD; John Groves and Ruth Allen, Directors
High School in ISD; Todd Clearwater, Director
iddle S | son ISD; John Robertson, Director
Pearland High Sch@ Pearland ISD; Joe Mufoz, Director
Rice Middle@— Plano ISD; Jason Tucker, Amber Moore, and Josh Reyna, Directors
Richardson IS
Spillane Middle School — Cypress-Fairbanks ISD; Tom Harrington, Director
Tays Junior High School — Katy ISD; Donnie Artley and Tammy Disharoon, Directors
Tejeda Middle School — North East ISD; Bernard Rosenberg and Shawna Lien, Directors
Tex Hill Middle School — North East ISD; Kim Rosenberg, Director
Valley View Junior High School - Valley View ISD; David Martinez, Director
York Junior High School — Conroe ISD; Amanda Brodie Pritchard, Director

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 7:15
commissioned by the Texas Bandmasters Association

in honor of its 70th anniversary

INFINITE HOPE BRIAN BALMAGES
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