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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer,

and performer. The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools
to professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as

Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was
also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Servic
attended by both President Obama and Vice President Biden. He received
degree in music from James Madlson Unlver31ty and his master

commissioned by his other alma mater, the Universi
for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th preside

'@

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regule ion
bands and orchestras, as well as uni = oughout
the world. Notable guest conducting est Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, Colleg i erican School
Band Directors Association Nationa e i, al conducting

appearances have included the Kenned phony Hall as well
as engagements in Australia, Canada and Italy ector of Instrumental
cto

Publications for The FJH Music Company and A331sta f Bands and Orchestras

Program

Inspired 2 artwork by erman painter Paul Klee, this ambiguous
usic fol troversy pr: ﬁe&d in a painting that seems to depict a struggle
a achine. \@here are many interpretations of Klee’s creation,

i epresen four birds that appear to be shackled to a wire
to a hand crank%n there is a pit below the “machine” and an eerie
fog surro ing‘everything. The music seeks to embody this ambiguity,

i @rs of sound amid the presence of random “machine-like

e music develops, a haunting melody appears and soon begins to transform as
the musi@md it becomes more rhythmic and aggressive. Commissioning director

Chris Gl adds: “In fact, it almost feels like we are on a tour of the painting
expl ifferent parts of it sonically.” The machine slowly begins to take over the

ir ure before the melody battles back (representing the possibility of nature
gainst machines).

A'disturbing section in 3/4 hints at the idea of a carousel as the birds continue to
ride the crank against their will. This moves into the darkest portion of the
piece, but also the most aggressive. Percussion becomes more and more engaged as
layers of sound embody the concept of resistance. The climax of the piece infuses
all the themes into one powerful statement before the music winds down and
references the opening, desolate textures. The crank continues to wind just a
few more times before everything fades to silence, leaving the audience to wonder
about the outcome of the struggle.

Twittering Machine was commissioned by Patrick Marsh Middle School (Sun Prairie,
Wisconsin) and conductor Chris Gleason. All students researched the painting and
offered their thoughts on its meaning and their reactions to it prior to my writing

the piece.
L ion M”%’
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Duration: 4:20

commissioned by the Patrick Marsh Middle School Band
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin; Chris Gleason, conductor

TWITTERING MACHINE

BRIAN BALMAGES
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