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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producetr,

and performer. The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools
to professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was
also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, whi
was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Biden. He re
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
from the University of Miami in Florida. He is a recipient of

same year, he was commissioned by his other alma m
to compose music for the inauguration of the instituti

the world. Notable guest conducting i est Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, C
School Band Directors Association erence and others ditional

conducting appearances have included { Center eyerhoff
Symphony Hall as well as engagements i alia, Canacéltaly. Currently,
he is Director of Instrumental Publications for The E usie®Company and

Assistant Director of Band Orchestras at Tows niversity.

*
As its title xNe the fusion of music with mechanical ideas.
‘ e@c ory underscored with repeated groove lines
(lo i ia seeks to explore the combination of organic
@th a very deliberate bass line, unique textures
mble through percussive and vocal effects. These
another as additional machines begin to run and the
ory groove to metamorphose into a more complex collection of sounds.

esy elementis.added when the melody is first presented, creating a “blue-collar”
while the factory continues to churn.

takes on a more relaxed tone, yet the loops persist throughout. As the
, the texture becomes increasingly aggressive until the full ensemble
e juxtaposition of the three main ideas - the opening loop presented in the
ass yoices, the main theme, and the secondary loop presented in the more relaxed
. A series of micro-climaxes occur before the music explodes in a furry of intensity
and flourishes. A final coda sees the music build one last time, accompanied by a flurry
of metallic sounds before the powerful ending.

Industrial Loops was commissioned by the South Jersey Area Wind Ensemble in
Linwood, New Jersey; Keith W. Hodgson, music director. The commission celebrates
the ensemble’s 20th anniversary and reflects the unique combination of backgrounds
and talents often found in community bands.

NOTE: The flexatone part calls for the player to use a hard mallet instead of shaking
the instrument. This enables the player to execute the notated rhythm accurately.
As the music suggests, multiple instruments can be used there to create a very

interesting timbre.
Do Hlivnges
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commissioned by the South Jersey Area Wind Ensemble

Duration: 4:15 Linwood, New Jersey; Keith W. Hodgson, conductor
BRIAN BALMAGES
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