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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State
University, a Master’s Degree in Music Education from Duquense University,
and completed his undergraduate work at Grove City College. Travis is also a member
of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association. He has
presented on instrumental music education at the PMEA State Conference,
development sessions for music education, and secondary music meth
at area colleges and universities. He has been a contributing autho
Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, The PMEA Journal, Phi
Neuwsletter, National Band Association Journal, and Learning an
He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for honor ban
residence sessions with school bands across Pennsylvani

a number of reviews of his works by
been performed by groups ranging f

Concert Band (Hermitage, Pa.), The PMEA'A
Summer Wind Ensemble, the,Carnegie Mellon Pre-Cgl
Youngstown State Universi nd, The Florida State
The VanderCook Colle
their three daughters

Fe 1;ed work for young band ideal for opening a concert.

of the music take the audience, conductor, and
fying yet individually different journeys. Festival of Flight,

s ) -
he a i
rforme @
its opening re to the energetic motifs and rhythms that follow, provides
pportunit three important groups of people that are part of a music
mance. The lifhjts of our own imagination are the only limits for how and where

Festival of Flight will take us!

Re 1 Notes and Suggestions
In

ing fanfares, it is important for the ensemble to play with a unified articulation

per balance. The change of tempo at measure 21 will require clear non-verbal
communication between conductor and ensemble to ensure a smooth transition. As new
\ voices enter between measures 21 and 33, be sure the new line that is introduced takes
precedence. When the secondary theme is introduced in measure 53, the melody
statements are best served by being played smoothly and with all notes given full
rhythmic value. At measure 75, important counter-melodies emerge in flute and oboe,
and clarinet and French horn. Remind the ensemble to allow these lines to be heard as
0 strongly as the original melody introduced at measure 33. Measure 94 begins the final
part of the “flight” for the ensemble as layered entrances and dynamic changes lead the
V ensemble to a restatement of the opening fanfare (though considerably faster) at
measure 110. It is important that the tempo does not drop prior to or after measure 110
so the work is brought to a spirited and uplifting conclusion. Thank you in advance for
your support of this music, and I wish you and your ensemble well as Festival of Flight

takes you to new heights!
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