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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer,
and performer. The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been
performed throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools
to professional orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also
performed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which attended

Madison University Distinguished Alumni Award from the Sc
Performing Arts (the first year the award was given

for the inauguration of the institution’s 6th preside . .

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys reg 3 e on
bands and orchestras, as well as uniy, i ghout
the world. Notable guest conducting i idwest Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, € e , American

School Band Directors Association hers. Additional

conducting appearances have included t yerhoff Symphony
Hall as well as engagements in Australia, Canada and . ntly, he is Director of
Instrumental Publications f he FJH Music Compa Assistant Director of Bands
and Orchestras at Towson

usic ‘x
P, ts, the an@ rchestral work by Gustav Holst, this original

ays o the firs ment, Mars. Opening with a 2-measure ostinato,
ic begins to evolrious sections add layers of sound. Following the
f Holst’s erpiece, the music becomes very powerful before moving
z@al section while the original ostinato continues to sound in
into the height of the piece as the full brass and low woodwinds
eme under the continuing ostinato in the upper woodwinds.
ately, the ostinato is broken apart and the music slows down dramatically,
echoing t ding of Mars.

Usin notes, the piece allows teachers and performers to focus on style,
alance. I highly recommend having students listen to Mars from The Planets
n courage a discussion about the similarities and differences between the two pieces.
ercussion 2 part includes tom-tom which can also be performed on snare drums
with snares off. It is appropriate to include as many players as desired. This also provides
a great way to involve your entire percussion section. Timpani is optional, but very
effective.

Musical Jump-Start exercises (short excerpts that help teach students about elements
of the piece) are included on the back of each student part. Teachers can use these as
a way to introduce all students to the ostinato, main theme and secondary themes.

V Bringer of War was commissioned by the Elementary Schools of the Fox Chapel Area

School District in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Do slnyes
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Duration: 2:15 commissioned by the Elementary Schools of the
Fox Chapel Area School District (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania)
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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Musical Jump Start

No. 1: Ostinato
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No. 4: Opening Theme
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Opening Secondary Theme
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