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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips

International Band Clinic, National Association for M
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Ke

Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Pro mental C
and Acting Symphonic Band Director a i i
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc icati e FJH

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.
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with his

ct concept of optical prisms

spinning freely in spac ting light in n ous directions. The music depicts the

bending, reflectin f light into gmponent colors (the colors of the

to reate as each prism effecting light in countless

etween the light and the prisms. To
tlon was taken from Impressionism movement

emphaSIS on the changing characteristics of
mpressionistic quality of the music in that

, texture and orchestration.

here variety of ‘% sed throughout the piece, including crotales dipped

water. y should spended by a string (dental floss works well) and lowered
the water a ing'struck. Certain passages require the crotales to only be lowered
le to create end of a half step while other passages require a bend of a whole
. Be sure to k it in the water until it has stopped vibrating (otherwise the pitch
will rise b p when removing it from the water). There are two marimba parts —
while the@certainly be played on two separate instruments, the parts were written
to be ble by two players using the same marimba. In addition, the bells and crotales
ed on the same part so that a majority of the crotales can be covered in bells
crotales not be available (in this case, avoid playing the pitch bends at the end on bells).
rystal glasses are used toward the end of the piece and must be covered by
two players. It is suggested to have one player on Bb and a separate player on Eb. The
Bb player prepares to play the C with the other hand (warming it up slightly before the
entrance) while the Eb player covers the F, and then uses the other hand (after no longer
playing Eb) to cover the upcoming G (again, warming it up slightly before the entrance).
If the crystal glasses are not projecting enough, whirly tubes are another option. The
last measure should continue to ring until all instruments naturally decay to silence.

Percussion is written to work with eight players. Suspended cymbal is shared between
Percussion 1 and 2.

Marimba 1 - 1 player Bells / Crotales - 2 players
Marimba 2 - 1 player Percussion 1 - 2 players
Vibraphone - 1 player Percussion 2 - 1 player

Swirling Prisms was commissioned by the Artie Henry Middle School Honors Band
(Cedar Park, Texas) and conductor Robert Herrings. It was premiered at the 2016

Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Illinois.
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Duration: 5:15

commissioned by the Artie Henry Middle School Honors Band
Cedar Park, Texas, Robert Herrings, conductor
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