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FIESTA DE LOS TOROS

(FESTIVAL OF THE BULLS) 1

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation

1 - Bassoon 1

1 - Conductor’s Full Score 1-FHorn 1 0
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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed
throughout the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional
orchestras. World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed
as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was atte
President Obama and Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor’s d

commissioned by his other alma mater, the Univer, i

alar ith all—st@region
bands and orchestras, as well as uni i professional ensen&es roughout

the world. Notable guest conducting s have included t dwest Clinic,
Western International Band Clinic, Co : ectors Con nce, American
School Band Directors Association Nat ferenceét ers. Additional

aly. Currently, he is

conducting appearances have included the KennedQ: Meyerhoff Symphony
ompany and Assistant

tions for The FJH Mus
Director of Bands an at Towson l@rsity.



Program Notes

Inspired by the fire, passion and drive of Latin music, Fiesta de los toros (“Festival of the Bulls”)
explores many different styles originating everywhere from Spain to Cuba. While not specifically
programmatic, the title evokes images of the festivals, dances, and pure adrenaline associated with
a culture known for its passion and intensity.

After a fiery opening typical of Spanish music, the piece settles into a modified Salsa pattern.

Typically, a “son montuno” is based on a 2-3 “son” clave and less commonly a 3-2 clave. Howe
in this case, the music moves between 3/4 and 5/4 meters, which results in a modified “3-
pattern. Common elements of Salsa still exist, such as the use of typical percussi
treatment of the bass voice anticipating the downbeat.

The style shifts into a Merengue feel as a bold trumpet solo soars over classic 0
progressions interspersed with more contemporary harmonies. Ultimately,
returns and moves into the Paso Doble after a brief transition containing el

of the Spanish bullfight. In this case, percussion becomes t
percussion serves the role of “matador” and the winds play t

which features material that includes Spanish elements as it iti a.

The habanera (also known as contradanza) is a dance that was q n in Spain,
but also in France and England before it spread toS8outh America and Cu ere is also an
ic into the final sectio the piece, which is

also heavily based on Afro-Cuban rhythms. T ra is based ontresillo,” one of the most
fundamental rhythms of the style. It is typical in either a d%mlse (much like the clave
pattern lines up with the winds in meas Iso be p in triplet form, as happens

later in the winds. This section provides a m

f respit g et reflection.
-Cuban rhythms h the music itself has a decidedly
th an infecti lody As the music moves into the

The final section is based entire
Spanish flair. It is upb nd ce

coda, a soft rhythmic pu ins cussion whi winds begin to build, constantly layering
harmonies, rhythms, textu ountermelodies, fares from throughout the work. The piece
ends much as it beg

e spice an@ aracteristic of Spanish music.

Fiesta de los tor in View High School Wind Ensemble (Mesa, Arizona)
and Conductor ountain View High School is the “toro” and the piece

was com ioned in r of their 40th*@nniversary.
The p rts have been&ned to work with 8 players:
layer %ani, Low Tom-tom, Splash Cymbal (shared)

ussion 2 — 1 pla; rum Set, China Cymbal, Splash Cymbal (shared),
Suspended Cymbal (shared)

on3-1 er Cowbell, Bells, Mid Tom-tom
Percussion 4 la ers Low-mid Tom-tom, Claves, Guiro
Percussi layer Timbales, Cabasa, Low and Floor Tom-toms, Bass Drum,
Small Mounted Cowbell

2 players Crash Cymbals, Congas, Maracas, Marching Bass Drum,
V Ribbon Crasher, Suspended Cymbal (shared), Castanets

Do Wlivnyes
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Mesa, Arizona, Scott Burgener, conductor
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