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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of
VanderCook College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens
is active as a composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and
Canada. Mr. Owens has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for
concert band and string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious
venues such as the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists both
nationally and abroad. Principal commissions include those from the California
Band Directors Association, the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultuzal Arts,
the South Plains College Dept. of Fine Arts and the Texas University Inters
League. He is a consistent winner of the ASCAPlus award and a two-ti
the Forrest L. Buchtel Citation for Excellence in Composition.
include ASCAP, the American Composers Forum and the T
in Fort Worth, TX with his wife, Georgia.

Program Notes

“The mail must go through.” This sim s theu ing mission

statement of one of America’s most ch short-lived@itutions; the

Pony Express! Spurred by the ever-lo Civil War,ghe y Express was

born from the need for faster commu he WestgTheservice began in

April 1860 when riders left simultaneously t. Josepéand Sacramento, CA.
0

Consisting of horse riders carrying saddlebags of mai 0S 00-mile trail, any given
trip averaged ten days an vered approximate 0 miles in a 24-hour period.
In time, the service wo ually grow to over 100stations, 90 riders, and roughly
500 horses. The Expre urney was f% with hazards and danger, as job

advertisements would : TED: Young, y, wiry fellows not over eighteen.
to risk death rphans preferred...” The service
cient d ime, losing only one delivery. With the

Telegraph in Ogto 1862, the tenacious Pony Express would be
er a glorio I&Och run.

0 quickly recognizable rhythmic motif, depicting

'd@ brash and daring young rider. From the beginning,
n nt woodwind runs are heard throughout as the

@ vigor. The mood soon settles into a melodious waltz section,
trating the of night. While the music has calmed, the brisk tempo
res as the continue! After a soft melodic flute motif, the initial boisterous
e is once agaimvat the forefront as the intensity of the ride careens to a brilliant
finish; MIS@ ACCOMPLISHED!

& Qearsal Suggestions
Please be encouraged to play toward the high end of the suggested metronome marking

to truly capture the rugged, carefree character of the music. While the mood of the
waltz section is gentle in comparison to the opening statements, the tempo must
remain consistent and the music must have a light, nimble quality. While the percussion
section is a key factor in maintaining the drive, care must be taken to not overshadow.
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Duration: 3:00

commissioned by the Association of Texas Small School Bands Region 1
for the High School All-Region Symphonic Band

ACROSS THE GREAT PLAINS

WILLIAM OWENS
The Pony Express (1860-1861) (ASCAP)
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