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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of VanderCook
College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens is active as a
composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and Canada. Mr. Owens
has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for concert band and
string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious venues such as
the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists both national
Principal commissions include those from the California Band Directors
the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural Arts, the Sout
Arts and the Texas University Interscholastic League. He is
ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the Forrest L. Buc
in Composition. Professional memberships include ASCAP, the
Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides in Fort Wor

Program Notes

The Congo region of Africa has long b ived as@e of great mystery,
intrigue and danger. With more than 600 tree speQm ,000 animal species,

the Congo rainforest has o f the world’s highest s of biodiversity. Among its
most prominent animals are'chimpanzees, elephants, illas, okapi, hippos and lions.

With driving rhythms g melodic liaongolese is a musical excursion
foreboding wonderland. With dark
a ssoms into a bright array of sound,
GQ activity at its peak. A unison flute and
e strong melodic concentration by way of the

L& uneasy tranquility. The dark, harmony-rich

a nighttime scenario as the forest has become
ss will gradually become stronger as daybreak
in becomes lively and strong, purposefully driving

estions

of the mu possible, please play at the top end of the metronome markings in the
allegrogections to add excitement to the performance. If a vibraphone (most desirable)
%able, the marimba will make an adequate substitute. While the French horn

isgno
divisi s will give a wonderful tonal flavor to the ensemble, the music is quite functional
i e top part only if necessary. Percussion parts, even when marked forte or fortissimo,

should be tastefully and judiciously played at all times.
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Duration: 3:30 commissioned by the Bux-Mont (Pennsylvania) Intermediate Honors Band
in honor of its 25th anniversary
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