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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba:Eup

and Acting Symphonic Band Director a
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc i r
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd with his
wife Lisa and their two sons.
About the Music 0
The Tears of Arizona was issi 0 comin ate the 75th anniversary of the attack on
Pearl Harbor. Rather t ay the events surrounding that tragic day,
I chose to fo ct of Pear, or. As many people know, the USS Arizona

Memorial is an'i g 1 of OahugTh ip, which is visible just below the surface of the
small amounts ch day. The visible oil on the water’s surface is

the “tears e Arizona.” There is a great deal of pride among those

n th iz@and as they pass away, many have requested to have their
the water e ship or put in an urn to be placed inside the ship by divers
place on th ip for this).

sic begins very mnly, referring to the “tears” that continue to be shed daily by the

ip. This them@tinues throughout the work in various forms, but serves as a strong
i owing section, The pride of Arizona, moves past the tears and, much like
eks to remember the good times — the day to day fun had by the shipmen
ity to experience the “spirit of Aloha.” Some of the percussion rhythms are
intentionally n to have a loose connection to the groove in a luau. Even in this quicker
sectiowe are still moments of pause and reflection (measure 35). As the music returns to its

openi mn state, the audience is reminded once more of the tears that begin 75 years ago.
As tﬁ:aphone makes a final, fading statement on a slightly incomplete phrase, the audience
i ed that the tears have not stopped flowing and will continue for many years to come.

Pénnsylvania) and director Tim Bupp. It was commissioned specifically to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. This commission became even more personal for me as
V I had the opportunity to conduct in Oahu twice between the time I received this commission and

completed the piece.

0 ars of Arizona was commissioned by the Spring Grove Area Intermediate School Bands
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commissioned by the Spring Grove Area Intermediate School Bands
Spring Grove, Pennsylvania; Tim Bupp, Director

THE TEARS OF ARIZONA

Duration: 2:30

(Pearl Harbor Remembered) BRIAN BALMAGES
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