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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba:Eup

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

with his

About the

While not &ow Waltzes does draw on the contrast of
darkness . i ‘\n cing at times, seemingly innocent at others,
‘ évo atile moments. The piece relies on texture and
i i melodic ideas. Throughout the compositional
imagine sl@moving throughout the darkness in a playful yet
work is loo agthree sections. The opening section presents the main
e of the w Iso introduces several motives that are used and developed

ghout the wokk. The second section is very dark and menacing, relying heavily
on low ree@nd a static rhythmic pulse. A chorale emerges and the tempo gradually

increases rd the first of two climaxes in the piece.

nsitional section (measure 205) eventually settles into the original tempo
e presented almost as a wild out-of-control circus theme as the shadow
lt s become more intense. This third section slows in dramatic fashion before a
t coda brings the work to an intense and powerful conclusion.

Shadow Waltzes was commissioned by the Georgia Music Educators Association
District 9. It was premiered by the District 9 Symphonic Band in Blue Ridge, Georgia,

with the composer conducting.
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commissioned by Georgia Music Educators Association District 9
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