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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. His career as a music educator
spans three decades and he is very active as a composer, clinician and conductor
throughout the United States and Canada. His compositions for young ensembles
display a practical, erudite approach which has firmly established him as a leader
in the field.

Since 1993, William has written over 150 commissioned and published works for

concert band and string orchestra. His music has been performed at Carnegie Hall,
the Midwest Clinic, and appears on required music lists both nationally a
Principal commissions include those from the California Band Directors
the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural Arts, the lowa Band
the South Plains College (TX) Department of Fine Arts and

’

William is a 1985 graduate of VanderCook College of M
the recipient of numerous awards and grants for com
L. Buchtel Citation, presented to him by his alma
include the American Society of Compose

(ATSSB) and the Texas Music Educatg i . In July 20 . Owens
was honored as the “Feature Compo:s exas Bandmasters Association.

&for in Texas

itorial Assistant for
e Mansfield (TX)
ime, he enjoys sights nd reading, particularly

ential biographies. Helis a Chevrolet Corvette
bership with t% Corvette Club of Texas, a non-profit

s-Fort Wort . William resides in Fort Worth, TX

ile th by of trﬁ severe weather can be a riveting adventure, it is also
d with grea . ados pose a particularly dangerous pursuit as they
uite violen en occur with little warning. Taking root in the 1950s,
isticated stormpchasing is today widely popular among those intrigued with
the extre rces of nature. Exuding both mystery and power, Stormchasing offers
us a musi‘@mpse of a most unusual quest. Beginning slowly, drops of rain can
actu heard underneath whispering woodwinds and an ominous low voice
e theme gradually builds and the chase is on by way of a strong melodic

umpet statement. Becoming briefly and eerily calm (as storms may do), the music
s brings us into the heart of the chase before driving to the sudden and abrupt
conclusion.

Rehearsal Suggestions

To achieve the true character of the music, attention to style markings and dynamic
contrast is most essential. The soft finger-snapping at the beginning replicates
raindrops, therefore entrances and endings should be somewhat sporadic rather
than in strict rhythm. In lieu of a hand crank siren, please consider downloading one
of many available siren apps which can be amplified for optimum effect.
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Duration: 1:45 .. .
for the Lake Country Christian School Intermediate Band

Fort Worth, Texas; Paul Martin, Director

STORMCHASING

WILLIAM OWENS
(ASCAP)

The calm before... (J=90)
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