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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compg8§itions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and internationallevel.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated,groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, ificludingthe Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind‘Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School Band
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey, G. Phillips Award fér
Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internatienal Tuba-Eaphonium Association.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with humerous all-state afid
regional honor bands and orchestras alongwith university'and proféssional groups.
Notable guest conducting appearances have included the Midwest €lini¢; Western
International Band Clinic, National Association for Music Educators, Ainerican
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an'/Adjunet’Professor ofdnstrumental Conducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson Universit§in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of InstrumentaldPublications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
wife Lisa and their two'sons.

About the Music

Written in henor of thef60th concert by the Intercounty Band in Pottstown,
Pennsylvania, this'pieceiwas intentionally written in the style of a “fanfare and
celebration.” The titlesSynthesis comes from the development of two independent
themes (the “fanfare” theme and the “celebration” theme), which are ultimately
juxtaposed toward the end of the piece. The opening pays a distant tribute to
Copland’s(Fanfare for the Common Man, particularly with the interaction of the brass
and percussion. A short lyrical interlude independently features the woodwind and
btass‘sections before the full ensemble presentation of the opening fanfare leads into
the'gelebration section. Featuring a driving rhythmic pulse and a light, dance-like
meloady, this section continues to build (both through melodic / harmonic
development and orchestration) until the opening fanfare returns, yet augmented
(each note double its original value) while the energetic melody from the allegro
section becomes an ostinato in the upper woodwinds. This very “synthesis” became
the unifying device for the entire work, and thus was the inspiration behind the title.



commissioned and premiered by the Intercounty Band
Pottstown, Pennsylvania; in honor of their 60th concert
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