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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School Band
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips Award for
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Euphonium Asseciation.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numereus all-state and
regional honor bands and orchestras along with university and professional'groups.
Notable guest conducting appearances have included the Midwest €linic, Western
International Band Clinic, National Association for Musi@Educators, American
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Préfessor of [nsttumental Corducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Tewsen University in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Directgr of Instrumental Publications for The’FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimozxe with his
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

The inspiration for this piece came from a trip to Australia during which [ ha@thé&wonderful opportunity to conduct
at the Queensland Conservatorium in Brisbane. Of course, I had the chancefo/pet kangaroos and hold a koala, but we
kept joking about the legendary “drop bear.’sThe drop bear, of course, is'a complete hoax intended to amuse locals
while alarming visitors to the country. In many ways,dt pokes fun at how many tourists refer to the “koala bear,” but in
fact it is not a bear - it is a marsupial. Anothenpopular tourist question involves whether koalas fall out of trees when
they sleep. Combine these and othepfyths together with theananydangerous animals that live in Australia and it is
easy to see why the predatory, vicious dtep bear has beconie sgypopular.

On my way home from Australia (iny very; very long way home), | began to think of a musical idea that featured

this drop bear, and Legend of the'Drop Bear was befm, Thespiece itself begins in a very dark and mystical way. As the
harmonic progression continues, a lone trombofig glissando hints at the idea of something falling, albeit very slowly.
Eventually, the flutes begin an eerie effect that involyes playing and vocalizing. There are numerous ways to approach
this effect, and I suggest all directors watch a.fabulous video made by my close friend, Erica Peel, who plays piccolo
in the San Diego Symphony.<I'he video is available on the FJH website (search for Legend of the Drop Bear) or use the

following link: httpsi/fyoutu.be/honPaNIUKG-Y

Extendedeffects like this'are an.incrediblé way to develop flute players of all ages, so [ highly recommend giving this
ashot. Forsherter events (such'as honor bands), it is also easy to achieve this effect by dividing the flute section and
half play fingered pitches while the'other half vocalize into their flute (without actually playing). After this section,

[ pay tribute toAustralian composer Jodie Blackshaw, who has done some incredible work using vocal effects in
pieces. Thus, the use of thiewhispered “drop bear” throughout the ensemble. This should be a “shouted whisper” of
sorts - projecting the words'as crisply and clearly as possible with heavy emphasis on consonants. It should sound
percussive. Encourgge students to do it at random (not together or on the beat!) and continue to get more intense /
speed up as the sectien continues.

Finally, the drop bears begin to fall and hit the ground and the terrified tourists are off and running for their lives!
Intense perxcussion activity and dissonant harmonies / countermelodies become the focus of the work as a sinister
melody emetges. The music continues to develop despite brief moments of respite, and eventually all elements of
the piece come together as the trombones signal the wild dropping of drop bears all around the hall.

Legend of the Drop Bear was commissioned by the Ohio State University for their middle school honor band festival
in February, 2016. It is dedicated to my friends and colleagues at the Queensland Conservatorium in Australia and
received its Australian premiere by the Young Conservatorium Wind Orchestra on April 29, 2016.



Duration: 4:00 commissioned by the Ohio State University for the OSU Middle School Honor Band Festival

LEGEND OF THE DROP BEAR

dedicated to my colleagues at the Queensland Concervatorium, Brisbane, Queensland (Australia)
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