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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba:Eup

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.
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About the Music

In February 2014, a series of events ledtoa s etween go ent protestors and police,
of Kiev. ﬁonﬂict arose over the actions of
ty with a massive loan from Russia
&& anukovych eventually fled to Russia and
C

im and schedule new presidential elections.

instead of signing a free trade agreem the European
the Ukrainian Parliament vo!e 28-0) to imp

During this entire crisis, an ong, Plyve , became an “anthem” for many protestors as

ng the f he “Shrine of the Fallen” (also known as “Shrine
’s Independenc that honored the “Heavenly Hundred,” a name

killed du e prolonged unrest.

The song itself ref g soldier ing off to battle. At one point in the song, he asks his mother
what will happen if he foreign land:"His mother replies that he will be buried by someone else. It is a
very tragic e folk song.

The openi e is extremel mn and reflective. It features a great deal of solo and chamber
work imbet b ng choru at begin to take on an orchestration mimicking a pipe organ. The music
y sp life an gins'to carry feelings of nationalism, pride, and spirit. Many variations of

song occur in di nt forms while the music continues to develop and drive forward. A brief
lody quotes the measures of the Ukrainian National Anthem (measure 165) to show the
port andybelief in the emergence of a great country. As tensions continue to flare, the music
ecomes increasi tupbulent, yet always retains an air of conviction and purpose. Ultimately, the piece
erupts in a powel@rmonized verse of Plyve Kacha (measure 221) and spirals into a series of fugal
ostinatos th ve as the backdrop to the climax of the entire piece (measure 245).

eartbr n and, without warning, the music becomes soft and mournful. The instrumentalists are
asked to in 4-part harmony. The words come from the chorus after the third verse of the song. The text
Y ly translates to “Who will bury me?” As the vocalists fade to a soft humming sound, a final, reflective
melodi€ statement is made in the keyboard percussion. Intentionally, it never resolves.

Shrine of the Fallen was commissioned by the Dauphin Community Band (Dauphin, Manitoba; Canada);
Taylor Schmidt, conductor. Dauphin is an area with a large population of Ukrainians and is also home to

Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival.
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Kh-tozh my bu de bra ty ya mu? Kh-tozh my bu de
H 4
4!" i ~ To be sung by all instrumentalists. All parts are in concert pitchi{(nomns transposed). All instrumentalists
v should have the full SATB voicing (separate reproducible sheet) and sing the part appropriate for their
D} voices. No notes should be sung in a different octave than written.
H 4
SA—* _ This text comes from the end of the third verse of the folk song Plyve Kacha. Inthe song, a sgldier asks his
LS mother what will happen to him if he dies in a foreign landgTheytext abovelloosely translates into “Who
D} will bury me?” Her response (not in the text above) is that he willlbe buried By other people.
,!? # __ Pronunciation guide (special thanks to Stephen Jaddek for his expertise):
[ £an
ANSV
D) - The "Kh" is a clipped sound with no pitch that occurs before the remainder of the word (like¥ch" in
Scottish Loch Ness).
- + "tozh" is pronounced like "toe" plus a "ge" on the end asin beige. The "zh" @dd§ emphasis to the
@\ : I T ~ previous word - "Who, exactly?4
o f f - "y" is pronounced like the "i" An hit (short vowel).
j_ 3 + "u" is pronounced like "00" ilfMOO.
T "e" is pronounced like "e" in|get (short vowel).
" s + "a" is pronounced like "a" in father (short vowel).
. + The Ukrainian "r" is always rolled.
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