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The Composer

Timothy Loest is a name in instrumental music synonymous with creativity,
versatility and accessibility. His works for band possess an imaginative,
well-crafted style that resonates with performers and audiences worldwide.

Mr. Loest had his first work published in 1995, and today he is an exclusive
composer and arranger for The FJH Music Company Inc. The bestselling
supplemental methods he has written for FJH include Warm-ups and

Beyond and Rhythms and Beyond, and he is a co-writer of Measures of
Success®: A Comprehensive Musicianship Band Method.

As a clinician, Mr. Loest delivers engaging and thought pro
presentations on various aspects of instrumental music. He f
guest conducts bands throughout the United States and regula
accepts commissions.

tly

Mr. Loest received his Bachelor of Music Educatio
Illinois State University, and his Master of Music de

Northwestern University. He holds me NA
Illinois MEA, the Illinois Grade Schoq i i d the

Christian Educators Association Inte

Mr. Loest is band director at F.E. Pea ool in Ita:

&llinois.
An ASCAP award-winning composer, he ic'education
through his writing and teaching. Q

About the Music

Imagine stepping back one hund

to a simpler ti %ime when the Big Top dominated
the American amusement Q’ erl the circus cam own, the school day ended early,
local shops closed, an‘v d to Mainﬁto watch the parade - a colossal

congress of whimsical w aerialists, enormous elephants, and a

whole spectacle of perilou and delight. Soon, the Big Top would be
raised and the sho ut there the circus than the tent with its three rings

would fin e group of novelty instruments, including tuned bells,
al Una-Fon, lectromechanical glockenspiel played by a system of
llets activated with a keyboard. But the pride of the Big Top was the circus band,
wind musicia@o moved so much air, they eventually became known as

their loﬁ , and fast marches (called “screamers”) demanded technical
rance.

tenin the style of Circus Bandmaster Karl L. King, who joined the circus
9 and quickly ros€e in prominence as a composer, specializing in galops and aerial waltzes.
ively, Kir‘&nposed about 200 marches, earning him prominence alongside Sousa and

his most famous work is his Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite.

Fillmore. Per%
When pl% d Dash, convey to your audience a circus experience. The work’s breakneck tempo,
ir

style, an y should recreate an evening inside the Big Top, complete with sawdust, galloping

anh@a ne tumblers, cotton candy, and downright death-defying feats. Be precise with

arti ons and expressive with dynamics. Keep in mind that circus bands rarely exceeded 25

Vians, so sections should balance to each other so that all nuances are heard. To develop a
taste for the genre, listen to the following:

Entry of the Gladiators (Thunder and Blazes) — by Julius Fucik

Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite — by Karl L. King
T W.@ o %

The Circus Bee — by Henry Fillmore

B1657
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