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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba:Eup

and Acting Symphonic Band Director a

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc i r

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd with his

wife Lisa and their two sons.
About the Music 6
The word “grace” has many meanings. To so way to ca @self. To others, it has strong religious
connotations. Yet to others, it is a type i . a{ess of background, I believe this word carries
a common theme of peace to those i ork; [ wanted to draw on all backgrounds of the

world in hopes that every can id

. In writing thix
he music and feel their own personal “grace” while experiencing
the piece.

This piece was commissi Lincoln County@ Carolina) High School Honor Band. Initially, I tried
to take the piece in seve e music going nowhere. Eventually, I felt drawn to the
title Grace and proceede i i e@lc flowed and [ was surprised how quickly I was able to
complete the wor i it on Apri They had their first rehearsal that evening, and I arrived two
days later to rehearse nd ultimatelyypremiere it on April 24. At the premiere, | gave the above description
to the audie we had a very powerful premiere.

[ flew bac Itimore on Sa y, April 25. That night, | watched as my home city was ripped apart by
ted b t%h of Freddy Gray while in police custody. The National Guard was called in
nthinkable ored National Guard vehicles patrolling the streets and enforcing curfews.

t wife here and many of my close friends still live here. | was overcome with

my city seeme nravel before my eyes.
was scheduled to %ct the Connecticut All-State Band the following weekend. I had sent them my program
months prior, bu@ Monday morning in hopes that I could make a last minute change.

They obliged, and put Grace in the folder. On Saturday, May 2 (exactly one week after the violent protests
began), I co d the second performance of Grace. It was one of the most emotional performances [ have
ever COW the group received a standing ovation in the middle of the concert. [ will never forget this

span of eeks. It reminded me how music really can help to heal.

WV piece is largely original material, conductors will quickly notice the appearance of Amazing Grace just
before measure 88 (alto saxophone solo). [ prefer not to explain this to the audience ahead of time since it is not
the focus of the piece. It is much more effective if the melody emerges without being expected. In my mind, it is
one of the most sincere moments in the work and sets the tone for the rest of the piece, ending in a final “amen.”
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